
Mountaineer PS COW
District Commander C. Douglass Sewell is pictures with National Sea Scout 

Boatswain Douglas Bowman (r.) at the Mountaineer Power Sqadron 
Change of Watch

Events throughout the nation have
reinforced this relationship with Power
Squadrons assisting Boy Scout units. An
example is the Change of Watch for
Mountaineer Power Squadron on the
West Virginia/Pennsylvania border.
National Sea Scout Boatswain Douglas
Bowman was part of the festivities as
District Commander C. Douglas Sewell,
SN inducted the new squadron
commander, Raymond C. Derk, AP.
Cdr Derk is the Sea Scout Skipper of
Doug Bowen’s Sea Scout ship.

Other signs of the continuing
relationship were seen at the Boy
Scouts of America National Meeting in
Atlanta, Georgia. Chief Commander
Marshburn was a participant and met
with two major youth leaders. The first
was David George, president of the
National Venturing Division, B.S.A.'s
newest co-ed program. The second

was Evan Chafee, President and distinguished Vigil Honor Member of Scouting’s national honor
society, the Order of the Arrow. Both young men are members of the Sea Scout Ship Del Mar. Their
Sea Scout Skipper, Michael Stewart, is a member of Balboa Power Squadron of Orange County,
California, the sponsor of the Sea Scout Ship. Both Evan and Dave are members of Balboa Power
Squadron.

Perhaps the most interesting indicator of this new relationship is the presence of National Venturing
Division President, David George and National Sea Scout Boatswain, Douglas Bowman on the
National Membership Committee of The United States Power Squadrons. Chair of the committee,
Rear Commander Roberta L. Dougherty, AP, reports that this new relationship is highly valuable to
both organizations and the boating public. She emphasizes that Power Squadrons throughout the
country should strongly consider “…affiliating or sponsoring Sea Scout units or working with Scouting’s
teenage Venturing Crews.” The mutual support of these organizations helps each other to prosper
and thereby betters boating safety education for the entire nation.

A resident of Punta Gorda, Florida, Dr. Scotten and his wife Ann, who is a staff commander for the
United States Power Squadrons Instructor Development Committee, are both members of the Peace 
River Power Squadron, where Greg served as Commander and Ann is currently the Education Officer. 
In younger days, Greg was very active in the Boy Scouts of America as a Gold Palm Eagle Scout, a 
Vigil Member of the Order of the Arrow, a member of the National Camping School Staff, and Camp 
Director of the Junior Leader Training Camp for The Greater New York Councils at Ten Mile River.
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News from BoatU.S. – Boat Owners Association of America

Why Sailboats Sink and Five Tips to Prevent It

BoatU.S. Opens its Insurance Claims Files

A study of 100 sailboat sinkings from
the BoatU.S. Insurance claims files could
help prevent your sailboat from
becoming a statistic. “The sinkings were
found to be divided evenly into two
broad categories – those that sank at the
dock and those that sank while
underway,” said BoatU.S. Marine
Insurance Technical Director Bob
Adriance.

“However, when it came to sinking
underway, a sailboat’s deep draft
became the obvious factor,” Adriance
continued. Striking a submerged object
was found to cause 40 percent of the

sinkings while underway. Next on the underway list was a broken prop shaft or strut (16 percent)
and damaged or deteriorated fittings below the waterline (16 percent). “Prop shaft corrosion seems
to be a bigger issue with sailboats than with powerboats as auxiliary sailboat engines are not run
as often, allowing corrosion to set in,” added Adriance.

The most common cause of dockside sinkings were found to be the result of deteriorated, 
damaged, or corroded fittings such as intakes, seacocks, and drains below the waterline. Stuffing 
box leaks were number two on the dockside list.

The complete study results are as follows:

Sinking at the Dock
Below waterline fitting - 44 percent
Stuffing box leak - 33 percent
Keel and centerboard – 7 percent
Rain – 7 percent
Head back-siphoning – 3 percent
Above waterline fitting – 3 percent
City Water hookup – 3 percent

Sinking Underway
Struck submerged object – 40 percent
Prop shaft or strut – 16 percent
Below waterline fitting -16 percent
Grounding – 8 percent
Stuffing box leak – 8 percent
Storm/knockdowns - 8 percent
Above waterline fitting  - 4 percent

Five Tips for Prevent a Sailboat Sinking:



• Any time your boat hits bottom, immediately inspect the bilge and keel bolts or centerboard
pennant and hinge. To be safe, inspect again an hour later.
• Routinely — twice a season — inspect all below the waterline fittings, hoses, and hardware. If the
fitting is long enough, it’s good practice to have two marine-rated stainless steel clamps on all hose
ends. Any hoses showing signs of rot should be immediately replaced.
• When at rest, stuffing boxes should never leak. If leaking persists after the packing gland nut has
been tightened, the packing must be replaced.
• Don’t ignore through-hull fittings or hoses that are installed above the waterline. While they may
appear to be “safely” above the water level, they can leak when heeled over in a seaway, or
when snow or ice forces the boat under.
• A winter haul out is the perfect time to inspect the prop shaft and cutless bearing.

BoatU.S. – Boat Owners Association of The United States – is the nation’s leading advocate for
recreational boaters providing its 650,000 members with a wide array of consumer services
including a group-rate marine insurance program that insures nearly a quarter million boats. If
you’d like to get a free insurance quote for your boat, go to http://www.BoatUS.com/Insurance or 
call 800-283-2883.
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News from the National Safe Boating Council

Campaign Donations Being Accepted NOW!!

The North American Safe Boating Campaign is now
accepting donations! Get your organization’s materials
distributed to the boating community by donating a pamphlet
or brochure to the campaign. Contributions may come in the
form of pamphlets, posters, flyers, brochures, stickers, decals,
etc. and will display informative boating safety information
from your organization. We will also list items that carry a
cost on the order form that can be directly ordered from your
organization. If you would like to provide a handout or cost
item to the 2008 campaign, please contact the National Safe
Boating Council at (703) 361-4294, or via e-mail at
campaign@safeboatingcouncil.org. For more information on 
the North American Safe Boating Campaign or to see 
materials that have been distributed in the past, please visit 
our website at www.safeboatingcampaign.com. 
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News from United States Coast Guard District 1

K-9 Units Train for Periodic Deployment in Harbor Security 

Fourteen K-9 units from Maine’s
Cumberland and Lincoln County Sheriff's
departments, and Falmouth, Portland,
Scarborough, Westbrook, and Gorham
city police departments joined with the
United States Coast Guard, Maine Marine
Patrol, Portland Harbormaster, and
Caysco Bay Lines in an interagency
exercise last fall to detect drugs and
explosives and to familiarize K-9 units
with working in a maritime environment
aboard different vessels. The Coast
Guard deployed a four-foot Motor
Lifeboat, a 25-foot SAFE RBS boat, and
the 65-foot Cutter Shackle as operational
platforms. In all, 10 law enforcement
and industry vessels were used.

“Local and state law enforcement agencies enforce state laws while the Coast Guard enforces
federal law,” explained Harbor Master OFC Kevin Cady of the Falmouth Police Marine Division.
“The reason for the exercise was to identify K-9 assets that were able to tolerate the maritime
environment and periodically deploy in order to augment the Coast Guard’s law enforcement
mission within the state jurisdictional boundary.”

The K-9 exercise was a continuation of a
program begun in early 2007, when the
Coast Guard’s Station South Portland
teamed with local law enforcement and
local K-9 drug detection units during
commercial fishing vessel pulse-ops
(periods of greater scrutiny). In the K-9
exercise last fall the Homeland Security
aspect was heightened with the inclusion
of bomb-sniffing K-9 units.

“The law enforcement community has a
strong working relationship with Coast
Guard Sector Northern New England and

Coast Guard Station South Portland,” said Cady. He and Boatswains Mate 1st Class Einar Mattson,
Station South Portland’s Executive Petty Officer, conceived of training with the K-9 units and
received approval from Coast Guard Command to move ahead with the program.
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News from BoatU.S. — the Boat Owner's Association of the United States

Top Ten New Year’s Resolutions to Make You a Better Boater
in 2008

From the nation’s largest association of
recreational boat owners, BoatU.S., here
are ten New Year’s resolutions that can help
you be a better boater in 2008:

1. Take a boating safety course. The 
BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water has a free online course that 
can be taken in the comfort of your own 
home at 
http://www.BoatUS.org/onlinecourse. If 
classroom instruction is more your style, 
find out what courses are being offered near you at http://www.BoatUS.org/courseline. 

2. If you trailer your boat, know your state’s trailering laws and learn what you need to do to stay
safe on the highway by going to http://www.BoatUS.com/trailerlaws. 

3. Lend a hand to your fellow boater by sharing your knowledge and participating in the discussions
taking place on the online message boards at http://my.BoatUS.com/forum. Or, try the boat groups 
at http://www.BoatUS.com/boatgroups. 

4. If you live in the hurricane belt, make a hurricane plan for your boat and your club by visiting
http://www.BoatUS.com/hurricanes. You’ll find a free, downloadable hurricane preparation
worksheet, guide, and sample marina and club hurricane plans.

5. Brush up on the waterway rules of the road by viewing animated depictions of boats avoiding
collisions, safely passing each other, and operating in narrow channels at the BoatU.S. Foundation’s
free online “Toolbox” at http://www.BoatUS.com/foundation/toolbox. 

6. If you are a female boater or angler, consider attending a women-only boating, sailing, or fishing
seminar in 2008. Go to http://www.BoatUS.com/women for more information.

7. Learn the key legal differences between on-the-water towing services and salvage operations by
visiting http://www.BoatUS.com/salvage. It could save you a lot of aggravation and money.

8. Register your Digital Selective Calling (DSC) VHF radio and take a free online tutorial at
http://www.BoatUS.com/mmsi. This could greatly help potential rescuers pinpoint your location.

9. Get informed about how you can help stop the spread of invasive species by going to
http://www.BoatUS.com/InvasiveSpecies. 

10. Make sure you sign up for the free BoatU.S. National Recall Alert Registry at
http://www.BoatAmerica.org/recall. This gives boat builders a way to contact you in case a safety 
defect is discovered that affects your boat.
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Upcoming Events

If you have an event you would like to highlight, please send it to newsletter@uscgboating.org.

January 2008 

January 9-13 – National Sailing Programs Symposium, U.S. Sailing, St. Petersburg, Florida. For
more information, call (401) 683-0800 or visit www.ussailing.org.

February 2008 

February 3-6 – Annual Conference, International Association of Marine Investigators, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. For more information, call (866) 844-4264 or visit www.iamimarine.org.

February 19-24 – Annual Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

April 2008 

April 16-18 – International Boating and Water Safety Summit, National Safe Boating Council &
National Water Safety Congress, San Diego, California. For more information, call (703)
361-4294 or (440) 209-9805.

September 2008 

September 2-7 – Governing Board Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Detroit, Michigan.
For more information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

September 6-10 – Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA), Clearwater Beach, Florida. For more information, call (859) 225-9487 or e-mail
info@nasbla.org.
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NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

 Download the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s charting calendar for January.



NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar
On-Line ChartViewer    

NOAA posts all of its nautical charts on the Internet 
for free viewing.  Only an Internet browser and Adobe 
Flash Player are needed to rapidly display, pan and 
zoom, and open multiple charts.  Print a “screen 
capture” to take with you for ready reference. 
 

Charts in the ChartViewer are updated for all Notices 
to Mariners and new editions.  Corrections originating 
with NOAA are posted even before they are 
published in the 
Local Notice to  
Mariners.   

Approximately 10,000 chart corrections are made and 
posted annually, and an average of 300 new editions are 
issued.  The Internet address for this free public service is 
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/.  

January 2008 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 Prepared by the Office of Coast Survey, 
National Ocean Service, NOAA, 
www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov,  
1-301-713-2770 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 Note:  You can add your own information to 
the Charting Calendar using Adobe Reader 7 or 
later.  The tools are found at the Tools -> 
Commenting, and Tools -> Drawing Markup 
features of Adobe Reader.

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/
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News from the RBS Specialists

Click on the map to go to your district's update.

January 2008 Updates 

FIFTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dennis Sens, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(757) 398-6204 – phone
Dennis.M.Sens@uscg.mil

Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of 
Columbia

As many of you know, boat show season commences in January. Accordingly the Fifth District 
Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Specialist will be participating at the following shows;

            4th Annual Boat Show, Richmond, Virginia, January 11-13

            Baltimore Boat Show, January 23-27

            Atlantic City International Power Boat Show, February 6-10

In addition, more than 30 boat shows throughout the Fifth District will be staffed by our 
professional cadre of Coast Guard Auxiliary volunteers. Work continues on developing the next 
generation of promotional displays and exhibits for large public venues. Informal meetings with 
several potential graphic design and marketing sources suggests excellent industry capability for 
economical just-in-time delivery of tradeshow offerings using innovative methods. 

The Fifth District focus for maritime safety continues to be Recreational Boating Safety, America's 
Waterway Watch, and Coast Guard Auxiliary recruiting. Ultimately the displays and exhibits will 



feature global application imagery that will enhance their use in nearly every large public venue 
selected by Coast Guard outreach programs. 

Also important is aligning our initiative of raising the visibility of these programs with the strategic 
plan of the National Recreational Boating Safety Program. Specifically, our objective will quantify 
the number of "quality contacts" made at public venues using developed branded messages and 
multiple/causal marketing projects designed to influence the behavior of target audiences. Our 
informal assessment is that the current state of RBS public visibility is very low. We say this 
because many people (casual boaters and some frequent boaters) are unable to describe with any 
accuracy the focus of boating safety campaigns or are even aware of the organizations that are 
available to assist them to become safer, more competent boaters. Our goal is to change the 
status quo by bolstering the level of professionally developed displays and exhibits used at scores 
of public venues.

In closing, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Bruce Wright, the Seventh District RBS 
Specialist based in Miami. Bruce is truly a visionary with respect to marketing and innovation. His 
approach to marketing safety has been nothing short of relentless. I applaud the recent launching 
of the Boating Advisory Trailer - Public Awareness Kit ("BAT-PAK") initiative; it is clearly a step in 
the right direction. Congratulations, Bruce, on a tremendous initiative!

Happy New Year!    
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SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Bruce R. Wright, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(305) 415-7057 - phone
Bruce.R.Wright@uscg.mil

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

December is a dark show month in District Seven, but the preparations for the 2008 show season 
are well underway. The RBS and his BAT-PAK crew have been busy working on a training program 
for individuals interested in working public safety venues. Designed to be taught with or without 
the BAT-PAK Trailer, the course will provide the attendees with hands-on practice in the 
presentation of a variety of safety equipment to the public. Part of this initiative is to reach out to 
the marine retailers by providing training to their staff on how to properly present life jackets and 
handle the questions for their customers. 

After a brief layover, the BAT-PAK will be back on the road just after the New Year en-route to 
Atlanta where the 2008 theme, "Show It, Don't Stow It!" will be unveiled at the life jacket fashion 
show. The RBS is working with the show management to have a daily "fashion" show where each 
type of life jacket will be featured along with personal beacons and EPIRBS. Models will be selected 
from show attendees and the BAT-PAK crew will be the hosts. The show management has donated 
show passes as prizes for the models. 

Also new this show season is the "Wear It" award. The award will be presented to the exhibitor at 
the show that bests displays the use of life jackets and safety equipment. The first quarter of 2008 
includes multiple stops in Georgia including Atlanta and Savannah, several Florida venues including 
Pompano, Doral, Miami, and Jacksonville, and a visit to Greensville, South Carolina. It promises to 
be a very busy show year. 

Outside the show hall, there is an active push throughout District Seven to encourage support of 
the Boating Education Law that has been presented at the state level in both Georgia and Florida.
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ELEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Paul Newman, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(510) 437-5364 – phone 
Paul.L.Newman@uscg.mil

Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah

No sooner are the New Year's Day decorations hauled down than the boat show season kicks into 
high gear, especially in the West. San Diego gets going first on January 3-7 with a boat show at 
the convention center. The Northern California Boat Show ramps up on January 4-13 at the 



Alameda Fair Grounds in Pleasanton, California. Not to be outdone, Reno, Nevada, has scheduled 
its boat show at the Reno Sparks Convention Center January 10-13.

Multi-sport shows, such as the International Sportsman's Expo also start up in January with shows 
in San Mateo, California, January 10-13 and Sacramento, California, January 17-20. If you haven't 
blown all your money during the holidays, January is the time to think about outdoor sports fun.

And to keep the recreating public safe - at least on the Colorado River - more than 100 officers 
from some 25 agencies will meet for the annual Colorado River Law Enforcement Association 
(CRLEA) Conference in Laughlin, Nevada, January 23-24. This group, comprised of county sheriffs,
state wildlife officers, and members of the National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, United States 
Coast Guard and local police agencies, forms a coalition to address issues on the river. The 
Colorado River passes through multiple jurisdictions and popular recreation areas before reaching 
Mexico. The officers at CRLEA try to ensure that laws and enforcement are consistent for the 
boating public wherever they are on the river, whether in Utah, Nevada, California, or Arizona.
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FOURTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Kent Richards, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
 (808) 541-2161 – phone
Ivan.K.Richards@uscg.mil

Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, Northern Marianas

Another year has come to an end. Tragically, some have ended the year with loved ones lost in 
boating accidents. National statistics show that an average of approximately 700 people die each 
year in boating-related accidents. That's about two persons per day. We started the New Year at 
midnight on December 31st with zero boating accidents and zero fatalities. If everyone works 
safely each and every day, we can finish the year the same way. Every voyage has to be 
planned; everyone on board has to be safety conscious in every way, from Captain to tourist, 
adult to child. Everyone needs to make themselves safety conscious at all times. Vessel operators 
have be alert every moment, analyzing what's safe and what isn't. Putting on life jackets before 
climbing aboard is what is needed, not assuming that life jackets will be available and can be put 
on after capsizing, crashing, or falling overboard. Make 2008 the safest year of all. The goal is 
reachable.
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SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Mike Folkerts, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(907) 463-2297 – phone
Michael.R.Folkerts@uscg.mil

Alaska

Establishing and maintaining partnerships in RBS is critical everywhere, but especially in Alaska! We
are very lucky to have the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary as a primary RBS partner. They will be
working throughout the long winter months coordinating efforts with other RBS partners, including
the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC). Boating and water safety are one of the
Consortium’s primary concerns, and combining the efforts of the Auxiliary and ANTHC will make
boating safety in rural communities more effective.

Boat shows, public education classes, and other
public venues abound to keep the recreational
boaters engaged during the winter months.
Reviewing Search and Rescue statistics for this
past boating season, it is likely that the single
most prevalent “event” that boaters will
experience will again be “dead in the water”
(DIW). There are many reasons that a boat might
be DIW, but a majority are mechanical
breakdowns. As fuel prices continue their
stratospheric rise, too many boaters forego
normal maintenance to save money. For boating
safety educators, these slow winter months
present an opportunity to help boaters recognize
the importance of keeping their vessels in top operating condition.
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U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics

Click on the link below to download the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety's 2006 
Recreational Boating Statistics Report:

2006 Recreational Boating Statistics (Acrobat PDF - 3,361 KB) 

To view reports from past years, visit the Office of Boating Safety here.




