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News from the National Safe Boating Council 

Scrubs Actress Christa Miller Reminds Boaters to “Wear
It!”

N ational Safe Boating Week, held May 19-25, kicked
off the 2007 North American Safe Boating Campaign by
reminding boaters to stay safe on the water, wear their
life jackets, and “Be A Survivor!” This year’s campaign
was led by former Drew Carey cast member and Scrubs
actress Christa Miller, who helped promote the second
year of the “Be A Survivor!” contest initiative. The
contest, in conjunction with corporate sponsor West
Marine®, solicits testimonials from recreational boaters
on how a life jacket has saved their lives or the lives of
loved ones. Contest entries were being accepted on the
campaign website at www.safeboatingcampaign.com
until 12:00 am EDT September 4th, 2007. The top three
story winners will receive prizes courtesy of West
Marine®, which include West Marine’s best selling VHF
150 hand held radio, two “Comfort Series” Automatic
Inflatable vest-style life jackets, a Torpedo Blaster
towable, and a Runabout Adult Life Jacket 4-Pack.

Promotional efforts featuring Miller included a television
and radio public service announcement featured in select
areas across the nation and an appearance at the
kick-off event in support of the “Wear It California!”
initiative, held in Stockton, California on May 24th.

“Wear It California!” is a pilot program in which the U.S. Coast Guard, the National Safe Boating
Council (NSBC), the California Department of Boating and Waterways and BoatU.S. have teamed
up to effectively measure the impact of intensive marketing on life jacket wear rates in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Promotional efforts have included radio advertising, water events
in select Delta areas, signage at
boat ramps and marinas, celebrity
appearances by local radio figures,
and a customized “Campaign Boat”
that cruised the Delta throughout
the summer months distributing life
jackets and safety messages to
boaters. Boaters who agreed to sign
a pledge card received a life jacket,
and all Delta boaters had a chance
to participate in an on-line
sweepstakes to win a $1,000
shopping spree, courtesy of West
Marine®.

Other highlights of the campaign included a special series of boating safety segments that was
broadcast on the Weather Channel throughout National Safe Boating Week, and a boating safety
piece that aired on the Discovery Channel. The campaign continued to spread its message



throughout the summer, reaching over 3.5 million readers and 4.5 million viewers, hitting major
markets such as Los Angeles, San Diego, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Houston, and Dallas. All campaign
press materials – including a downloadable press kit, radio and television PSAs, graphics, posters
and pictures, were available on the campaign website and distributed to grassroots volunteers
throughout the country.

The campaign also distributed free resources to boating educators, such as the NSBC’s “Wear Your
Life Jacket” flyer, posters, campaign stickers, brochures, such as Safe Boating Tips, Federal 
Requirements, Choose to Boat Safely, 5 Tons, No Brakes and new editions of Orion’s Saved by 
the Signal brochure, as well as four new brochures from the American Canoe Association covering 
paddle safety. In addition, the campaign offered a new Saved by the Jacket book and two new 
bilingual signs for display at marinas and launch ramps. 

The campaign website, www.SafeBoatingCampaign.com, featured a few new additions, such as a 
campaign message board used to exchange ideas and information with boating educators across 
the country. The campaign also added an Audio News Release and Video News Release section to 
its pressroom downloads and new campaign ads in a variety of sizes that can be easily placed in 
any boating publication. 

All of these efforts have been immensely successful in gaining media coverage for the North 
American Safe Boating Campaign and informing the public about the importance of boating 
safety, wearing your life jacket, and being responsible while on the water. Congratulations to all 
the organizations that had successful National Safe Boating Week events! We appreciate all of 
your hard work and effort to promote boating safety during National Safe Boating Week and 
throughout the year. 
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News from the U.S. Coast Guard

U.S. Coast Guard Celebrates 217 Years Of Service

The U.S. Coast Guard celebrated 217
years of service August 4th by
launching it’s "Saving Lives Since 1790"
campaign at the Thirteenth Coast
Guard District's grand-style picnic at
Lord Hill Farms in Snohomish,
Washington.

The "Saving Lives Since 1790" campaign recognizes the Coast Guard's foundational role as life 
savers. The most recent tally shows that more than 1,109,311 lives have been saved throughout the 
service's history. This milestone provides an opportunity for members of the Coast Guard to reflect 
on their proud history and continue this great legacy of service to the nation.

The Coast Guard's unique legacy as America's life saver and maritime guardian evolved from the 
selfless courage and unwavering devotion of Coast Guard members whether active duty, reserve, 
civilian, or auxiliary. The life saving mission is what makes the Coast Guard truly unique among the 
other armed services components. Whether it is rowing a rescue boat through storm-fueled oceans in 
the U.S. Life Saving Service or hoisting people from rooftops into helicopters under the Department of 
Homeland Security.

Since the Coast Guard's inception in 1790 as the Revenue Cutter Service, it has gone through many 
transformations, yet always remained focused on the defense of our homeland. Today the Coast 
Guard continues to play a vital role in protecting our harbors, ports, and coastlines.

"When things are at their worst, America's Coast Guard is at its best," said Michael Chertoff, 
Secretary of Homeland Security. "What began as a revenue enforcement agency with a fleet of 10 
cutters established by Alexander Hamilton more than 200 years ago, has evolved into the world's 
premiere multi-mission, maritime and military service. It's fitting that we celebrate the Coast Guard's 
217th birthday this August 4th as we recognize its brave men and women for saving more than one 
million lives over the course of its long and storied history."

 

TOP OF PAGE 



September 2007 | Issue No. 29

News from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Vessel Safety Check Program is Honored During the 
International Boating and Water Safety Summit

The following resolution honoring the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Vessel 
Safety Check (VSC) program was 
presented at the 2007 International 
Boating and Water Safety Summit:

WHEREAS, a Vessel Safety Check 
(VSC) (formerly known as the 
Courtesy Boat Examination and 
Courtesy Marine Examination) is a 
procedure specifically designed to 
educate recreational boaters regarding 
the federal, state and local safety 
equipment requirements for their boat, 
as well as safety tips and information; 
and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary initiated this program in 1947 and through its volunteer
examiners has, over the past sixty years, conducted millions of safety checks, thereby, preventing
accidents and saving lives through the basic premise that “safer boats save lives;” and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Coast Guard has designated the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary as the national 
director of the Vessel Safety Check (VSC) program, and the program has remained a success 
throughout its sixty year duration, annually resulting in an average of over one-hundred thousand 
VSCs and providing a ready source for passing on critical information regarding evolving laws and 
technology; and

WHEREAS, the National Safe Boating
Council (NSBC), the National Water
Safety Congress (NWSC), and the
National Association of State Boating
Law Administrators (NASBLA) meeting
jointly at the 11th Annual International
Boating and Water Safety Summit in
San Antonio, Texas, offer
well-deserved recognition and sincere
appreciation to the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary and its many members for
their tireless effort in making our
nation’s waterways safer for all; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Vessel Safety Check (VSC) 
Program, is hereby recognized for 60 years of continuous success in furthering recreational boating 
safety.



 

The resolution was presented by: Ruth 
Wood, Chair, NSBC President, Arlyn 
Hendricks, NWSC President, Jeff 
Johnson, NASBLA Chief Executive 
Officer 
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News from ABYC – American Boat and Yacht Council

Online Archived Standards Database Now Available at
ABYC’s Web Site

The American Boat & Yacht Council
(ABYC) recently announced that an
online searchable database of
archived standards has just hit the
‘electronic highway’ and is now
available in the Ship’s Store at
www.abycinc.org. Copies of the 
ABYC standards from 1972 through 
2001, and soon to be 2006, are 
obtainable for the first time online by 
going to the ABYC website, clicking 
on the ABYC Store and then clicking 
on the Archived Standards. This 
online access to the archived 
standards allows the purchaser to 
search by keyword, standards 
number and/or volume, or view a full 
listing, and then download the document(s) immediately. This service is available to anyone 
visiting the ABYC website. All available standards are in Adobe PDF format, and can be
purchased individually.

John Adey, ABYC’s technical director, said, “Builders, attorneys, surveyors, and investigators are in
constant need of information that pertains to older boat models. This product will give easy access
to the standards they need, and is yet another step toward increased accessibility to the standards
used for building and repair in the marine industry. It is something that has been needed for some
time, and we are very pleased that it is now live.”

In the past, those in need of older standards were 
charged not only for the standard itself, but also for 
the research time needed to determine the proper 
version as well as shipping for a paper copy. Now, 
with a few clicks of a mouse, the research will be done
by the user, online, resulting in the ability to purchase 
and download the desired document immediately. 

ABYC has been developing, writing and updating the 
safety standards for boat building and repair in the 
United States for over 50 years. ABYC is actively 
involved with the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) as well as education and 
certification programs for marine technicians. These 

standards are available on CD-ROM, online (Web-STIR and the ABYC Standards Powered by 
Rulefinder.net) and in printed form. Membership and general information can be requested by 
visiting the ABYC Web site at www.abycinc.org.
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News from BoatU.S. - Boat Owners Association of the United States 

BoatU.S. Foundation Funds Grassroots Environmental Project 
and Honors Oyster Bay Power Squadron with Excellence 
Award 

The BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean Water, a
national non-profit organization funded by the 650,000 members of
the Boat Owners Association of the United States, recently announced
its award of over $25,000 in Clean Water Grants to 13 grassroots
organizations across the country. The annual grant program gives
local groups up to $4,000 each to fund programs that reduce debris in
our nation’s waterways or for other clean boating efforts. The
Foundation has awarded nearly $1 million in grassroots grants since
1989.

With over 100 organizations applying, competition was very tight. The selected projects range from 
creating signage and brochures, to developing a litter collection contest, and establishing a local 
marine debris reporting system. 

“By working with these on-the-ground partners, we are able to influence boaters with information
that has a distinct local point of view,” said Susan Shingledecker, Director of Environmental Programs
for the BoatU.S. Foundation. “It’s exciting to see the interest in environmentally sound boating from
groups all over the country,” she added.

In addition to the 13 newly announced Clean Water Grants, the Foundation also completed its review
of last year’s Clean Water Grant programs and has awarded its “Clean Water Grants Excellence
Award” to the Oyster Bay Power Squadron of Oyster Bay, New York. The Excellence Award – which
comes with an additional $1,000 to continue their efforts educating boaters – is given annually to the
one organization that achieves the greatest success in completing their Clean Water Grant project.



The Oyster Bay Power Squadron grant project included the creation of signs and brochures to help
educate boaters about the availability of pumpout stations with reminders about clean fueling. Both
the signs and the laminated brochures were colorful, easy to read, and looked very professional.
“The Oyster Bay Power Squadron put a lot of effort into their project. They were enthusiastic from
the very beginning and worked hard to incorporate our feedback into the final product,” said
Shingledecker.

The 13 groups selected for Clean Water Grants funding this year are: 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County in Centerport, New York, to 
develop a waterproof poster for marinas, yacht clubs, and docks to educate boaters about marine 
debris.

Friends of Jackson County Conservation in Maquoketa, Iowa, to build and install three 
information kiosks (with monofilament recycling bins) along the Mississippi River in Jackson County, 
Iowa and to host a river clean up contest. 

Lake Lanier Association from Gainesville, Georgia, to install 124 bilingual "Do Not Litter" signs in 
parks and marinas and develop a radio public service announcement.

Lakes Restoration Committee of the Albert Lea-Freeborn County Chamber Foundation in 
Albert Lea, Minnesota, to purchase and distribute trash bags and buckets stating, "Put Trash in its 
Place, Not in Our Lakes." 

Little Miami River Partnership from Owensville, Ohio, to conduct a marine debris education 
campaign including the construction of two kiosks, 10 signs, and educational brochures. 

Monroe Boat Club and Lake Erie Environmental Outreach Program of the Monroe Public 
Schools in Novi, Michigan, to develop posters for distribution to all marinas, boat and yacht clubs,
charter boats, and tackle stores with the theme, “One Boat…One Bag Can Make a Difference." They



will also provide cloth bags for boaters.

Patchogue Bay Power Squadron of East Islip, New York, to create and distribute a laminated 
placard that provides information on how to report marine debris and pollution. These will be included 
in the boating permit package. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 9-4 of Mohave Valley, Arizona, to distribute trash bags and an 
educational brochure to encourage boaters to "Take Out the Trash." The brochure will show dumpster 
locations on Lake Mohave. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 17-2-1 of Homer, Alaska, to purchase long handled mesh nets and 
trash cans to help with debris disposal in Homer Harbor. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 54-20-06 of Washington, North Carolina, to enlist the help of the 
boating public in reporting incidents of marine debris and pollution by printing and distributing a 
reporting postcard that will promote a phone number to call for priority incidents, or a mail-in 
reporting system for other sightings.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 5S-3-10 from Tappahannock, Virginia, to erect signs at local 
marinas giving boaters step-by-step instructions for safely refueling boats.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 8CR-1-9 from Panama City Beach, Florida, to establish 10 
information kiosks at public and private boat ramps, state parks, campsites, and recreational islands. 
The kiosks will contain brochures on boating safety and environmental issues. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 9-3-2 from Lancaster, New York, to establish three environmental 
educational stations at the Buffalo, New York small boat harbor and a local recycling center.
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News from the Mustang Survival 

Mustang Survival Rescue Stick™ Wins MAATS 2007 
Innovation Award for Safety

The Mustang Survival Rescue Stick™ has been
recognized with the Innovation Award for Safety at the
Marine Aftermarket Accessories Tradeshow (MAATS) in
Las Vegas, Nevada. Judged by a committee from Boating
Writers International, this prestigious industry award
recognizes products for innovation, distinctiveness,
benefit to consumers, and practicality.

"We are extremely honored to receive the Innovation 
Award for Safety for the Rescue Stick," said Frank 
Leffelaar, Manager Marketing Services for Mustang 
Survival. "The panel recognized its unique capability to 
rapidly provide more emergency flotation at longer 
distances than other devices on the market."

The Rescue Stick™ is a powerful rescue tool in the hands
of professionals and recreational users. Anyone who can
throw a stick can throw it to someone in distress in the
water. Designed to be compact (14") and lightweight
(just over 1 pound) it can easily be stowed in a police
car trunk or emergency rescue vehicle, on a boat, in the
cabin or by the pool. When the unexpected happens, it
will provide emergency flotation to someone at risk of
drowning and increase the likelihood of self-rescue.

The Rescue Stick™:
- Can be thrown up to 100 feet – twice the distance of a ring buoy or rope bag
- Provides 35 pounds of flotation in seconds – triple that of a ring buoy
- Automatically inflates in seconds upon contact with the water
- Extremely easy to use – anyone who can throw a stick can use it
- Simple to repack and reuse – insert a new bobbin and screw in the replacement
handle containing the CO2 cylinder

Rescue Stick™ Web Page & Video: 
www.rescuestick.com

Rescue Stick™ Comparison Chart: 
www.mustangsurvival.com/rescue_stick/comparisons.php

For 40 years, Mustang Survival has been committed to providing life support solutions. Through 
constant innovation and the application of new technologies, Mustang is the leading supplier of 
quality flotation and hypothermia protection products to the most demanding users - from anglers, 
sailors and power boaters to the U.S. Coast Guard, jet fighter pilots and even NASA astronauts.
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NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

 Click here to download the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s charting
calendar for September.



NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar
 

                                                   September 2007 

Dredged Channels 
 

Improved (artificial) channels are dredged to establish and maintain 
project depths1.  Dashed lines are charted to show channel limits.  
The line thickness, length of dash, and space vary with the type of 
channel.  Blue tint is charted inside the limits when the project depth 
or controlling depth is equal to or less than the value of the charted 
blue tint curve or when the seaward end of an improved channel 
terminates in a blue tint area.  

 

Depth curves are not shown for improved channels.  Channel depth 
information is either tabulated, shown within or adjacent to the channel, or 
put in a controlling depth note.  Controlling depths are charted in feet on 
non-metric charts (including those with soundings in fathoms) and meters 
and decimeters on metric charts.   
 

Channels which are 400 feet or more in width for their major portion show 
depth information tabulated by quarters; channels 100 feet to 400 feet are 
tabulated by outside quarters and middle half; and channels less than 100 feet 
are tabulated by full width.   
 

On charts where dredged channel legends and tabulations are adequately 
covered by larger scale charts, the legend and tabulation are omitted; “(see 
note)” is placed in the channel and a note is added referring mariners to that 
larger scale chart; or a label is charted, e.g. (use chart 11416). 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spent $966M dredging 204 million cubic yards  1

   of material in FY 2006, including that from 25,000 miles of dredged channels. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY  

 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 11 12 13 14 15 9 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 Prepared by the Office of Coast Survey, National Ocean Service, NOAA, www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, 1-301-713-2770. 
 
Note:  You can add your own information to the Charting Calendar using Adobe Reader 7 or later.   
The tools are found at the Tools -> Commenting, and Tools -> Drawing Markup features of Adobe Reader. 

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
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Upcoming Events 

If you have an event you would like to highlight, please send it to newsletter@uscgboating.org.

September 2007 

September 5-10, 2007— Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Burlington, Vermont. For more information, call 859.225.9487, or e-mail
info@nasbla.org

September 16-21, 2007 – Annual Meeting, Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Louisville,
Kentucky, (202) 624-7890 or www.iafwa.org

September 20-22, 2007 – Annual Symposium, Canadian Safe Boating Council, Lunenburg County,
Nova Scotia. For more information, email symposium@csbc.ca.

October 2007 

October 5-6, 2007 – Fall Meeting, National Boating Federation, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, call (727) 441-8811.

October 6-9, 2007 – Annual Conference, States Organization for Boating Access, Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho. For more information, call (401) 247-2224 or visit www.sobaus.org. 

October 15-19, 2007 – National Advanced Boating Accident Investigation Level 2 Training, National
Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA), Ashburn, Virginia. For more information,
call (859) 225-9487 or email chris@nasbla.org.

October 24-28, 2007 – Annual Meeting, U.S. Sailing, Phoenix, Arizona. For more information, call
(401) 683-0800 or visit www.ussailing.org.

January 2008 

January 9-13, 2008 – National Sailing Programs Symposium, U.S. Sailing, St. Petersburg, Florida.
For more information, call (401) 683-0800 or visit 
www.ussailing.org.

February 2008 

February 3-6, 2008 – Annual Conference, International Association of Marine Investigators, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. For more information, call (866) 844-4264 or visit www.iamimarine.org.

February 19-24, 2008 – Annual Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

April 2008 

April 16-18, 2008 – International Boating and Water Safety Summit, National Safe Boating Council
& National Water Safety Congress, San Diego, California. For more information, call (703)
361-4294 or (440) 209-9805.

September 2008 

September 2-7, 2008 – Governing Board Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Detroit,
Michigan. For more information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

September 6-10, 2008 – Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Clearwater Beach, Florida.  For more information, call (859) 225-9487 or
email info@nasbla.org.
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RBS Specialist News

Click on the map to go to your district's update.

June 2007 Updates

FIFTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dennis Sens, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(757) 398-6204 – phone
Dennis.M.Sens@uscg.mil

Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of 
Columbia

The Fifth Coast Guard District is conducting a mid-year review of its Recreational Boating Safety 
priorities. Some of the issues that are under review include our approach to enforcement of EPRIB 
registration, and BUI patrols and enforcement. The recently approved RBS strategic plan prepared by 
the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety will be a fundamental element of future district 
planning efforts.

We continue to work on our public outreach campaign materials with respect to new and updated 
displays for RBS, America's Waterway Watch, and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Recruiting. Our 
tentative rollout of new displays is targeted for the fall U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary conference.
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SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Bruce R. Wright, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(305) 415-7057 - phone
Bruce.R.Wright@uscg.mil

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands



The Seventh District has been busily preparing for and executing the Maiden Voyage of the
"BAT-PAK." The 24-foot concession trailer is the "dock" for the "You’re in Command I” and "You’re in
Command II" boats and promises to give all who visit her a great nautical experience. Emblazoned
on her sides for all to see is the "Wear It!" message.

BAT-PAK, which stands for Boating Advisory Trailer Public Awareness Kit, started as a wish and a 
dream more than two years ago. In late fall 2006, the project was approved and the design and 
construction began. After a small delay caused by wildfires in Georgia, the BAT-PAK will soon be 
complete. 

This veritable Boating Safety Class on wheels launched on August 11, 2007 at U.S. Coast Guard 
Station Islamorada in the Florida Key. With the focus in the media recently over the boating fatality 
rate in Florida, this event was sure to draw their attention to the positive side of this "Wear It!" 
Campaign Initiative, which joins several others in states across the country.

Mini-lobster season is coming to a close, and the District Seven Boat Show season is just around the 
bend, and as a result, the BAT-PAK schedule is already filling up for the fall with more than 10 
weekend appearances planned before Thanksgiving. Watch for more details on her maiden voyage, 
and how you may be able to have the BAT-PAK visit your area in the next issue of Waypoints. 
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NINTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Frank Jennings, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(216) 902-6094 – phone
Frank.T.Jennings@uscg.mil

Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MACKINAW (WLBB-30) served as Patrol Commander for the 99th 
running of the Chicago to Mackinac Island Sail Race. Nearly 300 sailing yachts, from 28 to 70 feet in 
length, raced the length of Lake Michigan before arriving at historic Mackinac Island. Motorized 
vehicles are not permitted on Mackinac Island, an island made famous by the 1980 Christopher 
Reeve/Jane Seymour movie, "Somewhere In Time."

The following week, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter HOLLYHOCK (WLB-214) served as Patrol 
Commander for the annual running of the Bayview Yacht Club to Mackinac Island Sail Race. Nearly 
300 sailing yachts, from 28 to 70 feet in length, raced the length of Lake Huron from Port Huron, 
Michigan, before arriving at the historic island.

TOP OF PAGE

ELEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Paul Newman , Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(510) 437-5364 – phone
Paul.L.Newman@uscg.mil

Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah 

Summer is officially over, but many places in the West still have wonderful weather for boating. Boat 
shows draw post-summer crowds hoping to score a new boat or that vital accessory.

The Fall Boat Show in Northern California happens at Jack London Square in Oakland, September 
8-16, and always draws a strong local following. On September 20-23, the International Sail and 
Powerboat show fills the Long Beach Convention Center and adjacent marina with everything from 
PWCs to luxury yachts. The in-the-water portion jams highly priced yachts gunwale to gunwale but 
be sure to take your shoes off before you enter!

On September 30th, the Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association (PICYA) sponsors their annual Wheelchair
Regatta. This is a time for disabled veterans – many in wheelchairs –to get rides on San Francisco
Bay aboard yachts owned by PICYA members. It is a phenomenal charity event that becomes
evident once you witness volunteers hoisting people in wheelchairs over the transom or gunwale and
into position for the rides. Some vets are elderly and many others are recent survivors of the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars. Hundreds of vets onboard 50 or more boats make for both a delightful event
and tribute to our men and women in the armed services
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Mike Folkerts, RBSS and Kirby Day,
Princess Cruises admire a Kid’s Don’t Float
life jacket loaner station in Juneau. Photo 
by Noreen Folkerts

THIRTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dan Shipman, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(206) 220-7257 – phone
Daniel.E.Shipman@uscg.mil

Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington 

At a ceremony on August 10th at U.S. Coast Guard Sector Seattle, RADM Richard Houck was relived 
as the Commander of the Thirteenth Coast Guard District by RADM John Currier. RADM Houck retires 
after 32 years of service.

Washington State passed House Bill 1651 creating a new Boating Activity account in the state 
treasury. A portion of this funding has been identified for distribution to boating safety, boating 
education, boating related law enforcement, and boating related environmental programs. 

Coast Guard personnel from Sectors Portland, Oregon and Seattle, Washington teamed up with U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and officers from the Grant and Kittitas County Sheriff's Office to conduct 
Boating Safety patrols on Lake Wanupum in central Washington near the community of Vantage. 

Two sheriffs vessels, one Coast Guard 25-foot Response Boat, and four U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
facilities conducted safety inspections and boating safety outreach on the water while U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary members provided Vessel Safety Checks (VSCs) shore side at the two local boat 
ramps. Over 40 people were involved on each of the three-day operations during Memorial Day, 4th 
of July, and Labor Day weekends. 
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SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Mike Folkerts, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(907) 463-2297 – phone
Michael.R.Folkerts@uscg.mil

Alaska

A recent RBS Outreach trip by U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliarists in 
Southeast Alaska netted the following results: 

450 nautical miles traveled by boat.
Conducted 54 Vessel Safety Checks (VSCs) and five 
uninspected passenger vessel exams.
Inspected and inventoried “Kids Don’t Float” life jacket
loaner stations at five different harbors.
Visited two RBS partners and established three new RBS
partners (Auxiliary RBSPV program – see
http://safetyseal.net/index3.asp). 
Operated Coastie 08 
(http://coastie.auxpa.org/index.html) at a Kid’s Fishing
Derby in Hoonah.
Distributed 150 sets of RBS literature in 
specially-marked buckets as part of a grant from 
National Safe Boating Council.
Provided information for visiting Canadian boaters and 
commercial fishermen as part of a community 
networking effort.

This is the second year of an RBS Outreach program in Southeast Alaska and we hope to extend the 
program to Southcentral Alaska very soon.
Last summer, the employees and passengers of Princess Cruise lines wanted to support the Kid’s
Don’t Float program and donated $2,000 to the program for life jacket loaner boxes. Behrends
Mechanical, a Juneau-area business, donated the design and labor to build the boxes. Of the six
boxes that were manufactured, the first one was placed in Harris Harbor and dedicated by a brief
ceremony on July 24th. The results of a diverse and effective partnership will ensure that life jackets
are available to the public. Attendees included representatives from Princess Cruises, Juneau Harbors,
Department of Health and Social Services, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, and the U.S. Coast Guard,
including RADM Gene Brooks, District 17 Commander.
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U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics

Click on the link below to download the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety's 2005 
Recreational Boating Statistics Report:

2005 Recreational Boating Statistics (Acrobat PDF - 852 KB) 

To view reports from past years, visit the Office of Boating Safety here.

 

 




