
Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety
The United States Coast Guard announced in early October a new operational structure designed to
more fully integrate Coast Guard personnel in the creation of future policy and doctrine. With this
reorganization, the Coast Guard’s Office of Boating Safety and the Office of Auxilliary are now
combined and designated CG-542: Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety, under the direction of
Captain Barry Smith. For more information, see the CG-542 chain of command.
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News from the Office of Boating Safety

Recreational Boating Statistics Reveal 
Increase in Fatalities and Injuries

U.S Coast Guard Releases 2006 Statistics Report
– July 30, 2007

The U.S. Coast
Guard’s Office of
Auxiliary and Boating
Safety 2006
Recreational Boating
Statistics Report
indicates the number
of deaths and
injuries increased for
the second
consecutive year;
710 deaths vs. 697
and 3,474 injuries
vs. 3,451
respectively.

Overall, two-thirds of 
all fatal boating 
accident victims drowned. Of those, 90 percent were 
not wearing their life jackets. Eight out of every ten 
boaters who drowned were using boats less than 20 
feet in length. 

Click Here for Full Article...

 

Upcoming Events

October 5-6, 2007 
Fall Meeting, National Boating
Federation, Dallas, Texas. For more 

 
News from USBI - the United Safe Boating 
Institute



information, call (727) 441-8811.

October 6-9, 2007 
Annual Conference, States
Organization for Boating Access,
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. For more
information, call (401) 247-2224 or
visit...

October 15-19, 2007 
National Advanced Boating Accident
Investigation Level 2 Training, 
National Association of State Boating 
Law Administrators (NASBLA), 
Ashburn, Virginia. For more 
information, call (859) 225-9487 or 
e-mail...

Click Here for More Events...

Which Life Jacket for You?

United Safe Boating Institute
(USBI), with funds provided by
a grant administered by the
U.S. Coast Guard, has recently
produced a poster entitled
“Which Life Jacket for You?”.
This new piece of boating safety
educational material is a 12 x
18-inch display depicting
boaters engaged in recreational
activities on the water while
wearing a properly fitted life
jacket. 

The USBI is requesting your help with distributing this 
new poster. Have you ever entered the sporting goods 
section of a large box-type store where life jackets are 
on display and seen a salesperson?

Click Here for Full Article...

 

RBS Specialists 
News 

RBS Updates October  

News from BoatU.S. – the Boat Owners Association of the
United States

Top Ten Tips for Safe Personal Watercraft Operation from 
BoatU.S

Are PWCs (personal watercraft) 
dangerous? According to the 
Boat Owners Association of the 
United States, the answer to 
that question depends on who 
is driving. The most recent 
figures from the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association show 
that PWCs represent nine 
percent of all registered vessels 
in the U.S., but account for a whopping 26 percent of reported boating 
accidents.

However, BoatU.S. recently looked at the issue and reviewed its
members’ insurance claims files.

Click Here for Full Article... 
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Nautical Terms of 
The Month

Wind Rose is a 
diagram used on a 
pilot chart or weather 
chart to indicate clearly 
and concisely the 
average direction and 
force of the wind. 

 

News from the United States Power Squadrons®

Cooperative Charting’s New Guide Makes Boating Safer

Today's boaters have a new 
tool to make their time on the 
water both safer and more 
fun. Compliments of the 
United States Power
Squadrons® (USPS®)
Cooperative Charting 



Wash Board is a 
strake of thin planking 
fitted above the 
gunwale in open boats 
or around the edge of 
cockpit. It increases 
the freeboard and 
keeps out the spray. It 
has other names such 
as weatherboard, 
waste board, or a 
wash strake. 

 

Committee, the Boating Guide 
to America (www.usps.org) 
includes information on 
virtually every harbor and 
port-of-call in America. Featuring charts, photographs, port facilities, 
emergency services, activities to do while in port, restaurants, 
anchorages, history, and much more, this new tool is facilitated by
Maptech®, a computer facilities and software support provider. The
latest innovation to be offered by the United States Power Squadrons 
and the Cooperative Charting Committee, the Boating Guide employs 
the modern technology of the Internet to keep information current and 
relevant for intended users.

Click Here for Full Article... 
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News from the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Wins 
International Search and 
Rescue Competition

A quartet of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliarists 
from Pinellas County, Florida beat five 
other U.S. teams and six Canadian teams 
at the 2007 International Search and 
Rescue (ISAR) Competition held 
September 28-29, 2007, in Toronto, 
Canada.

The winning American team consisted of
Team Captain Kevin McConn, 48, of
Tarpon Springs, Florida and Dan Hoge, 59,
Jim Ryder, 69, and Max Garrison, 65, all of
Dunedin, Florida – marking the first time in
the eight-year history of the competition
that American lifesavers carried home the
coveted trophy.

In events that included skills that involved 
strength and speed, these veteran 
American mariners beat out teams that 
included much younger U.S. and Canadian 
competitors. 

Click Here for Full Article... 
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Recreational Boating Statistics Reveal Increase in Fatalities 
and Injuries

U.S Coast Guard Releases 2006 Statistics Report – July 30, 2007

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety
2006 Recreational Boating Statistics Report indicates the number of
deaths and injuries increased for the second consecutive year; 710
deaths vs. 697 and 3,474 injuries vs. 3,451 respectively.

Overall, two-thirds of all fatal boating accident victims drowned. Of 
those, 90 percent were not wearing their life jackets. Eight out of 
every ten boaters who drowned were using boats less than 20 feet 
in length.

Of significant note, nearly twice as many children drowned in 2006 
(15) compared to 2005 (8). And, there was a definitive increase in 
the number of reported fatalities associated with canoes/kayaks 
(99) when compared to 2005 (78). 

Additional report highlights include alcohol use as the leading 
contributing factor in fatal boating accidents, accounting for nearly 
20 percent of all reported accidents. Seventy (70) percent of reported deaths occurred on boats 
where the operator had not received boating safety instruction. 

For decades, the Coast Guard has been collecting and analyzing data on boating accidents and safety 
compliance derived from accident reports filed by the owners/operators of recreational vessels 
involved in accidents. 

This year's 48th annual report was released the earliest in 14 years and is the result of a coordinated 
effort involving the Coast Guard, all 50 states, the five U.S. territories of Guam, Puerto Rico, 
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, as well 
as the District of Columbia. 

Some of the report’s results showed a continuation of long-standing trends.

For example, the most reported type of accident was a collision with another vessel.  Capsizing and
falls overboard, represent the most reported types of fatal accidents and account for the majority of 
all boating deaths. And, finally, operator inattention, careless/reckless operation, excessive speed, 
and no proper lookout remain the primary contributing factors to boating accidents. 

Amidst the improvements, changes and trends that all of these numbers reflect year to year, one 
question always rises to the forefront. How much does education and outreach impact these 
numbers, in any one year, or even over time? We have no hard and fast data that can answer that 
question. But, over time, we have been able to surmise a few things about the progress of boating 
safety through the years.

It is generally accepted that boating has become a much safer activity since the Recreational Boating
Safety Program began in 1971. Specifically, experts have estimated that more than 33,000 lives
have been saved over those three and a half decades as a direct result of policies and programs put
in place by the U.S. Coast Guard, state boating agencies, and boating safety organizations. That’s
encouraging.

However, the Coast Guard advises that there is much more to be done in the boating safety



advocacy arena.  Over 77 million boaters make boating one of America’s most popular pastimes, and
although this year’s Report indicated a two percent drop in boat registrations (resulting in 200,000
fewer boats on America’s waterways), the popularity of this sport will remain strong. Thus, boaters
will remain vulnerable to injury, particularly if they are not taking the necessary precautions to avoid
accidents, as well as protect themselves in the event of an accident.

Looking ahead to the future, partners and advocates have many opportunities to effect change that
will positively impact safety – and lives. For example, many states have implemented operator
education requirements for operators of certain types of vessels or vessel operators under a certain
age, but no states have mandated operation education requirements for all operators of all
recreational vessels. 

Although requirements are still modest in most states, they are an important step toward the goal of
educating all boaters on safe vessel operation, which will result in fewer accidents, fewer injuries,
less property damage, and – most important – more lives saved.

Another initiative that demands the attention of the boating safety community is the continued 
promotion of life jackets.  As wearing a life jacket is proven to be the number one way to protect a
life in the event of an accident, the Coast Guard and all boating safety partners must utilize any and 
all promotional initiatives to communicate the importance of boaters taking responsibility for 
themselves and their passengers by encouraging life jacket wear. If we can all work together to 
inspire even incremental changes in life jacket wear rates, we will take a giant step forward in 
reducing fatalities on our waterways.

The Coast Guard plans to gather detailed information on the number of recreational boaters who
have taken a boater education class, as well as actual boat use – not just accidents - in its National
Recreational Boating Safety Program Survey planned for early next year. This data will provide the
Coast Guard with a tool to more accurately assess risk, and to identify the population of recreational
boaters where educational efforts would make the biggest impact.

In the meantime, interested boaters can download the complete Boating Statistics 2006, as well as
the Coast Guard’s previous recreational boating statistical reports going back to 1997, at
www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_stats.htm.

The U.S. Coast Guard is asking all boat owners and operators to help reduce fatalities, injuries,
property damage, and associated healthcare costs related to recreational boating accidents by taking
personal responsibility for their own safety and the safety of their passengers. Essential steps
include: always wear a life jacket and require passengers to do the same; never boat under the
influence (BUI); successfully complete a boating safety course; and get a Vessel Safety Check (VSC)
annually from local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliaries, United States Power Squadrons®, or your state
boating agency’s Vessel Examiners. 
The U.S. Coast Guard reminds all boaters, “You’re in Command. Boat Responsibly!”
For more information, visit www.USCGboating.org
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Which Life Jacket for You?

By: Bill Griswold, President, United Safe Boating Institute

United Safe Boating Institute (USBI), with funds provided
by a grant administered by the U.S. Coast Guard, has
recently produced a poster entitled “Which Life Jacket for
You?”. This new piece of boating safety educational
material is a 12 x 18-inch display depicting boaters
engaged in recreational activities on the water while
wearing a properly fitted life jacket. 

The USBI is requesting your help with distributing this new 
poster. Have you ever entered the sporting goods section 
of a large box-type store where life jackets are on display 
and seen a salesperson? Chances are you haven't. If you
did see a salesperson walking around, would they know 
anything about life jackets? Chances are they don't. This is
where the poster will come in to play. Designed to inform
the customer about the type of life jacket they will need to 
participate in their boating activity, boaters will be able to 
identify the appropriate life jacket for their specific needs.

Our hope is that a dealer-visitor from the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, United States Power Squadrons®, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, or any other boating educational

organization, will take a poster and visit a nearby big box store. Explain to the manager that if
displayed with the life jackets, people may be more inclined to purchase a higher-end
jacket—good for the customer and good for the store. This is a great way for the visitor to shake
hands with the sporting goods manager and deliver a subtle boating safety message. It's working
in many stores and can work in a store near you.

These colorful, high-quality posters, as well as other materials, are available at no cost from the 
U.S. Coast Guard. You may contact Wayne Stacey of the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating 
Safety at wayne.a.stacey@uscg.mil for information on how to obtain marketing materials. When 
ordering the poster, please be aware that they are packaged 10 to a bundle, with a minimum 
order of one bundle.

USBI would appreciate any written feedback the dealer-visitors can obtain from store employees 
as to the effectiveness of the poster. These comments are essential in requesting a follow-on 
grant to print additional posters.

By participating in this project, you can help boaters understand that there are many different 
U.S. Coast Guard approved life jackets available that are comfortable and suitable for their 
particular type of boating activity. We also want to encourage boaters to try the inflatable life
jackets. 

Help USBI, a non-profit umbrella association of non-profit boating educational organizations, to 
spread the word about the variety of life jackets now available. The ultimate goal of this effort is 
to inform the public about life jackets that are comfortable, cool, and easy to wear. Do this in 
your area and help promote boating safety!

If you have an idea for other educational materials, please contact Director Bob Green at 
Rgreen9934@aol.com and he will bring your idea to the next USBI meeting. If approved, you will 
be involved in creating the project. Let's work together!

TOP OF PAGE 
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News from BoatU.S. – the Boat Owners Association of the United States

Top Ten Tips for Safe Personal Watercraft Operation from 
BoatU.S

Are PWCs (personal watercraft) 
dangerous? According to the Boat 
Owners Association of the United 
States (BoatU.S.), the answer to that 
question depends on who is driving. 
The most recent figures from the 
U.S. Coast Guard and the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association 
show that PWCs represent nine 
percent of all registered vessels in 
the U.S., but account for a whopping 
26 percent of reported boating 
accidents.

However, BoatU.S. recently looked at
the issue and reviewed its members’
insurance claims files. Interestingly, it
found that while PWCs represent 4.3
percent of all insured vessels, they account for just 3.8 percent of all reported accident claims. So
what explains the fact that BoatU.S. PWC insureds have significantly lower accident rates?

“More boating experience and boating safety education is the answer,” said Bob Adriance, editor of
BoatU.S. Marine Insurance’s Seaworthy magazine. “Our members, on average, have more
experience and education compared to the general boating population," said Adriance. "But you
don’t need years of boating experience to understand the principles of safe PWC operation.”

Adriance offers the following 10 tips that can help PWC operators stay safe:

1. Know your state’s age and education requirements. PWC manufacturers recommend a minimum
operator age of 16 years old.

2. Even if your state doesn’t require it, PWC operators should take a boating safety course, one
that includes the unique handling and operational characteristics of PWCs. (The BoatU.S.
Foundation has an online PWC course available at
http://www.BoatUS.org/onlinecourse/watercraftcourse.htm.)

3. BoatU.S. claims files show that 70 percent of PWC collisions are with another vessel, the
majority of which are other PWCs. Try to gain on-the-water PWC experience in an area away from
busy waterways—and other PWCs—where there is plenty of room.

4. Always wear a life jacket, attach the engine shut off cord (lanyard) to your wrist, and remove 
the cord when not riding to avoid unauthorized use. Never ride after consuming alcohol.

5. Loaning out your PWC can be risky 
business. A National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) report indicates 
that roughly 84 percent of PWC 
accidents involved operators who had 



no boating safety education or 
instruction. If you choose to loan out 
your PWC, be fully confident that 
your friend or family member is of 
legal age, has completed a boating 
safety course, and has the 
operational ability and knowledge to 
operate a PWC.

6. If possible, gain some experience 
as a passenger on other PWCs before 
going out alone. The insights you gain 
from fellow PWC operators, such as 

handling, rules of the road, and good boating etiquette, are invaluable.

7. Before heading out, do a thorough check of your PWC, ensuring that the throttle, switches, and 
steering work properly, fuel lines and battery cables are secure, and there is no fuel in the bilge.

8. Always operate defensively: keep a safe distance from people, objects or other PWCs (PWCs 
can take up to 300 feet to stop from 60 mph); understand a PWCs handling characteristics and loss 
of steering when off-throttle; and avoid maneuvers that make it hard for other boaters to 
understand where you are going.

9. Never carry more than the maximum passenger load, and never place a passenger in front of 
the driver.

10. Remember that a PWC is a boat, and like every other vessel, PWC operators must follow basic 
boating rules. 

Source:  All statistics documented in the U.S. Coast Guard Boating Statistics 2006 Report
(COMDTPUB P16754.20)

TOP OF PAGE 
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Cooperative Charting’s New Guide Makes Boating Safer

By: J. Robert Baechle, US Power Squadrons Marketing/PR Committee

Today's boaters have a new tool to make their time on 
the water both safer and more fun. Compliments of the 
United States Power Squadrons® (USPS®) Cooperative
Charting Committee, the Boating Guide to America 
(www.usps.org) includes information on virtually every 
harbor and port-of-call in America. Featuring charts, 
photographs, port facilities, emergency services, activities 
to do while in port, restaurants, anchorages, history, and 
much more, this new tool is facilitated by Maptech®, a
computer facilities and software support provider. The 
latest innovation to be offered by the United States Power 
Squadrons and the Cooperative Charting Committee, the 
Boating Guide employs the modern technology of the 
Internet to keep information current and relevant for intended users.

The Cooperative Charting Program, established in 1963, is now administered cooperatively by the 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Coast Survey and the national 
United States Power Squadrons Cooperative Charting Committee. The program is a major public 
service of the United States Power Squadrons, who contributes an estimated $15 to $20 million per 
year to the U.S. Government.  Said to be the most effective user-participation program in all of the
Federal services, the Charting Program is established by a Memorandum of Agreement, which has 
been updated several times to ensure a significant contribution to boating safety well into future 
years.

The partnership facilitates a streamlined working process. Through Cooperative Charting, United 
States Power Squadron members supply information to the NOAA Office of Coast Survey, who is 
responsible for publishing over one thousand nautical charts. As this information is key to the 
production of accurate and up-to-date charts and related publications, partners continue to focus 
efforts on improving reporting accuracy and the utility of user-provided information. For example, a 
recent joint innovation advanced improvements through a Website provided by the NOAA Office of 
Coast Survey using software developed by the United States Power Squadrons. 

Additionally, the United States Power Squadron members provide a variety of services in support of
the nation's charting authorities—supplying information leading to corrections to nautical charts,
small craft charts, and the Coast Pilot publications; supplying data from depth and range line
surveys and inspections of aids to navigation; and offering an Adopt-A-Chart subprogram that
allows individual squadrons to assume responsibility for keeping their local boating area charts
up-to-date. Since the program's inception, it is estimated that the number of reports submitted by
United States Power Squadrons members total in the tens to hundreds of thousands.
As the United States Power Squadrons takes responsibility for submitting this overwhelming
quantity of information, the Coast Survey, acts as a clearinghouse for all relevant items. Reports 
include such vital information as missing or unreliable aids to navigation which are maintained by 
the U.S. Coast Guard, cable crossings which are monitored by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
and corrections to other agencies' charts and maps such as the Defense Mapping Agency, Corps of 
Engineers, and others. In past years, other parts of NOAA have requested similar services. One 
former activity allowed United States Power Squadron members to assist with the preservation of 
geodetic control stations in the National Geodetic Reference System.

The United States Power Squadron remains committed to the Cooperative Charting Program. A



United States Power Squadrons -
NOAA Workshop

Photo courtesy of P/R/C S.
Patricia Governale

highly successful ongoing public service effort dedicated to advancing boating safety – the Program
serves both the boating public, as well as the United States Power Squadron members.

Finally, the United States Power Squadron members act
as volunteer field observers for NOAA and are uniquely
suited for this role because of the outstanding education
and training they receive through their own program.
Many of their reports are of critical nature requiring
immediate distribution through the Coast Guard’s
broadcasts and publication in the Local Notice to Mariners.
Without these observations by the United States Power
Squadrons, many hazards would go undetected until they
cause a tragic nautical mishap. For example, there are
some areas, frequented by recreational boaters that are
only surveyed every 30 years by NOAA’s Office of Coast
Survey.

The United States Power Squadron remains committed to
the Cooperative Charting Program. A highly successful
ongoing public service effort dedicated to advancing
boating safety – the Program serves both the boating
public, as well as the United States Power Squadron
members.
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News from ABYC – American Boat and Yacht Council

ABYC Updates 2007 Schedule of Certifications and 
Seminars Also Announces Early 2008 Courses

The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC), a leader in technical workforce training, education, 
and certification programs for the marine industry, has updated its 2007 schedule of certification 
and seminar courses, and begun adding courses for 2008. Updated dates, locations, and course 
descriptions can be found at www.abycinc.org. Included in the schedule is the newly revised A/C & 
Refrigeration Certification, which now includes the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
refrigerants certification. 

In addition to scheduled training, ABYC also offers flat-rate, on-site training courses, seminars, and
custom tailored technical education and training offerings that can be hosted at any location upon
request—both nationally and internationally.

Registration information and detailed descriptions for any of the courses can be found at 
www.abycinc.org, or to host an ABYC course at your facility, contact the ABYC Education 
department at (410) 990-4460. 

Month Days Seminar/Certification Location
2007    
October 10-12 Basic Marine Electric Durham, NC
October 16-18 Basic Marine Electric Oakland, CA
 
November 6-9 Electrical Certification Newport, RI
November 6-9 Marine Systems Certification Arlington Heights, IL
November 13-16 Electrical Certification Houston, TX
November 13-16 Marine Systems Certification Fort Lauderdale, FL
November 27-30 Marine Corrosion Certification St. Louis, MO
November 28-30 Standards Certification Orlando, FL
 
December 4-7 Electrical Certification Oakland, CA
December 11-14 Marine Systems Certification Baltimore, MD
 2008    
January 8-11 Marine Systems Certification Ft. Lauderdale, FL
January 8-11 Marine Systems Certification Seattle, WA
January 9-11 Basic Marine Electrical Mystic, CT
January 23-24 Diesel Engine Certification Annapolis, MD
January 29-31 Composite Boat Builder Certification Mystic, CT
 
February 5-8 A/C & Refrigeration Certification Ft. Lauderdale, FL
February 6-8 Basic Marine Electrical Portland, OR
February 12-15 Marine Corrosion Certification Annapolis, MD
February 18-20 COMITT Ft. Lauderdale, FL
February 20-22 Standards Certification Cleveland, OH



February 26-29 Electrical Certification Jacksonville, FL
 
March 4-7 Marine Systems Certification Mystic, CT
March 11-14 Marine Corrosion Certification Mystic, CT
March 12-13 Diesel Engine Certification Oakland, CA
March 18-20 Compost Boat Builder Certification Melbourne, FL
March 25-28 Electrical Certification Portland, OR
 
April 1-3 Standards Certification Astoria, OR
April 15-18 A/C & Refrigeration Certification Raleigh, NC
 
May 14-16 Basic Marine Electrical Mystic, CT
 
June 11-12 Diesel Engine Certification Ft. Lauderdale, FL

ABYC has been developing, writing, and updating the safety standards for boat building and repair 
in the United States for over 50 years. ABYC is actively involved with the International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO), as well as education and certification programs for marine technicians. 
These standards are available on CD-ROM, online (Web-STIR and ABYC Standards Powered by 
Rulefinder.net), and in printed form. Membership and general information can be requested by 
visiting the ABYC Website at www.abycinc.org.
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News from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Wins International Search and 
Rescue Competition

A quartet of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliarists from Pinellas County, Florida beat five other U.S. 
teams and six Canadian teams at the 2007 International Search and Rescue (ISAR) Competition 
held September 28-29, 2007, in Toronto, Canada.

The winning American team consisted of Team Captain Kevin McConn, 48, of Tarpon Springs,
Florida and Dan Hoge, 59, Jim Ryder, 69, and Max Garrison, 65, all of Dunedin, Florida – marking
the first time in the eight-year history of the competition that American lifesavers carried home the
coveted trophy.

In events that included skills that involved strength and speed, these veteran American mariners 
beat out teams that included much younger U.S. and Canadian competitors. Scoring an impressive 
88 out of a possible 104 points, the Florida Auxiliarists bested the closest competitors, a Canadian 
team, by an impressive 35 points.

The ISAR competition is a unique event in which teams of lifesavers – all of whom qualify in
regional events – compete against one another in an all-out contest designed to judge their skill
areas in the field of Maritime Search and Rescue.  Ultimately, each featured event in the
competition is designed to test the volunteers’ abilities to plan, communicate, and prosecute a
maritime search and rescue (SAR) mission. 

The schedule included a Person-in-the-Water Recovery Event in which teams were  evaluated on
their ability to safely approach and retrieve a person in the water, as well as their ability to rescue 
a person from a burning boat. Other events included: Search and Rescue Planning; Seamanship; 
Communications; Dewatering (boat taking on water); Line Toss and Marlinspike; and two surprise 
events, one in which the boat helmsman is blindfolded and must take direction from a crewman, 
and another where crews rowed out to retrieve and backboard a mannequin and bring this 
simulated victim to shore.

TOP OF PAGE 
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News from BoatU.S. - Boat Owners Association of the United States 

BoatU.S. Goes Fishing Again With Top College Anglers at 
BoatU.S. National Collegiate Bass Fishing Championship

Collegiate Bass Fishing Grows at Rapid Pace

The nation’s largest consumer boating group, BoatU.S.,
went fishing again with the nation’s top collegiate anglers
at the 2007 BoatU.S. National Collegiate Bass Fishing
Championship, held September 24-29 at Lake Lewisville,
Texas. The three-day tournament, which draws teams
from more than 100 colleges and universities, was
sponsored for a second year in a row by BoatU.S. Angler, a
fishing safety, consumer advocacy, and services program
for freshwater, trailer-boat anglers. Fox College Sports sent
a large production contingent with eight TV cameras to
capture the event and is slated to air a 26-week series on
the event beginning in January 2008.

The Championship is unique in the emerging field of
televised college fishing tournaments because of its “open”
format: every college or university that has a recognized
fishing program is allowed to send up to two teams.
According to the Collegiate Bass Anglers Association (CBAA),
of all the schools that qualified for participation in 2007’s

event, 25 had started new fishing clubs since the televised airing of the inaugural 2006
championship earlier this year. The CBAA sanctions the event as “the sport's premier event for
determining the national collegiate fishing champion.”

There was no entry fee for qualifying student-athletes, and an on-site coaching team made up of 
top FLW and BASS touring pros was available to help the anglers with tips and advice. Students to 
win $35,000 in scholarship money and registration at http://www.CollegiateBassChampionship.com
remained open until September 15, 2007.

“The championship’s open format epitomizes what college sports should be all about,” said Mike
Pellerin, director of BoatU.S. Angler, “It’s truly the last competition where just about anyone has a
chance to win.”

Throughout the event, anglers were supported by on-the-water towing services, provided by Capt.
Jay Nunnally, a TowBoatU.S. responder on Lake Lewisville. Nunnally’s operation is part of
TowBoatU.S., one of the largest network of on-the-water towing services in the country, and is
one of the valuable services included with a BoatU.S. Angler membership. 

“At last year’s event, just minutes into the start on day one, we towed a fishing rig safely back to
the ramp for a haul-out to make repairs on a small hull leak,” said Pellerin. “They quickly got back
in the action. We were ready again this year to assist any team in need,” he added.

Each college team, of two students, fished with their own rig for the first two days, using their own
gear. On the final day, each team competed using a fully rigged Ranger Boats Z-19 bass boat
stocked with equipment from tournament sponsors. The tournament’s base was Sneaky Pete’s
Marina. For a list of participating schools, go to

http://www.CollegiateBassChampionship.com/Schools.htm.

BoatU.S. Angler is a service of the nation’s largest association of recreational boaters whose mission
is to protect the interests of boat-owning freshwater anglers, increase boating safety, provide
consumer assistance, and ensure fishing remains worry-free. For more information, go to
http://www.BoatUSAngler.com or call (866) 906-0013.



October 2007 | Issue No. 30

NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

 Download the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s charting calendar for October.

 DOWNLOAD WAYPOINTS AS AN ADOBE ACROBAT PDF DOCUMENT
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NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar
 

October 2007 
SUNDAY  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 1 2 3 4   
New chart editions 

released.  
www.NauticalCharts
.gov/mcd/son.htm

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 Prepared by the Office of Coast Survey, National Ocean Service, NOAA, 
www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, 1-301-713-2770. 
 
Note:  You can add your own information to the Charting Calendar using 
Adobe Reader 7 or later.  The tools are found at the Tools -> 
Commenting, and Tools -> Drawing Markup features of Adobe Reader.

Chart No. 1 
 
“Nautical Chart Symbols, Abbreviations and Terms” is a reference publication 
depicting basic chart elements and containing a description of the symbols, 
abbreviations and terms that appear on nautical charts produced by the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the International Hydrographic Organization.  It is a valuable 
aid for new chart users and a useful tool for all mariners.  Chart No. 1 is no longer 
available in print, but can be downloaded and printed for free from 
http://NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov/mcd/chartno1.htm. 
 
U.S. nautical charts do not fully comply with the standard international symbology. 
For example, the buoyage systems used by other countries often vary from that 
used by the United States.  U.S. Charts show the colors, lights and other 
characteristics in use.  In the U.S. system, on entering a channel from seaward, 
buoys on the starboard side are red with even numbers, on the port side, green 
with odd numbers.  Lights on buoys on the starboard side of the channel are red, 
on the port side, green.  Mid-channel buoys have red and white vertical stripes and 
may be passed on either side.  Junction or obstruction buoys have red and green 
horizontal bands, the top band color indicating the preferred side of passage.  
Compare this practice with the international symbols shown in Chart No. 1. 

http://www.nauticalcharts.gov/mcd/son.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.gov/mcd/son.htm
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chartno1.htm
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Upcoming Events 

If you have an event you would like to highlight, please send it to newsletter@uscgboating.org.

October 2007 

October 5-6, 2007 – Fall Meeting, National Boating Federation, Dallas, Texas. For more
information, call (727) 441-8811.

October 6-9, 2007 – Annual Conference, States Organization for Boating Access, Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho. For more information, call (401) 247-2224 or visit www.sobaus.org. 

October 15-19, 2007 – National Advanced Boating Accident Investigation Level 2 Training,
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA), Ashburn, Virginia. For more
information, call (859) 225-9487 or email chris@nasbla.org.

October 24-28, 2007 – Annual Meeting, U.S. Sailing, Phoenix, Arizona. For more information, call
(401) 683-0800 or visit www.ussailing.org.

January 2008 

January 9-13, 2008 – National Sailing Programs Symposium, U.S. Sailing, St. Petersburg, Florida.
For more information, call (401) 683-0800 or visit www.ussailing.org.

February 2008 

February 3-6, 2008 – Annual Conference, International Association of Marine Investigators, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. For more information, call (866) 844-4264 or visit www.iamimarine.org.

February 19-24, 2008 – Annual Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Dallas, Texas. For
more information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

April 2008 

April 16-18, 2008 – International Boating and Water Safety Summit, National Safe Boating
Council & National Water Safety Congress, San Diego, California. For more information, call
(703) 361-4294 or (440) 209-9805.

September 2008 

September 2-7, 2008 – Governing Board Meeting, United States Power Squadrons, Detroit,
Michigan. For more information, call (888) 367-8777 or visit www.usps.org.

September 6-10, 2008 – Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Clearwater Beach, Florida.  For more information, call (859) 225-9487

or e-mail info@nasbla.org.

BOAT SHOWS
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RBS Specialist News

Click on the map to go to your district's update.

October 2007 Updates

FIFTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dennis Sens, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(757) 398-6204 – phone
Dennis.M.Sens@uscg.mil

Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of 
Columbia

The Fifth District RBS Specialist attended the annual National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) conference in Burlington, Vermont the weekend of September 7th.

We have completed nearly all of our rulemakings this year with regard to regulating the many 
marine events in our seven-state area. Overall, it was a busy summer in the Fifth District in terms 
of boating; the weather patterns were largely favorable thus promoting many days of enjoyable 
cruising throughout the Chesapeake Bay, the Sounds, numerous major tributaries, and of course, 
the Intracoastal waterway.

Our review of the recently released boating statistics for calendar year 2006 shows that we 
experienced an increase in overall fatalities within the Fifth Coast Guard District. The District's Office 
of Prevention has already begun efforts to address this by stepping up our public outreach in the 
coming months. We believe it is imperative to garner greater public visibility for key messages 
conveyed by the "You're in Command. Boat Responsibly!" nationwide safety initiative. 

Additionally, the Fifth District has recognized the importance of two other key elements, "America's 
Waterway Watch" (AWW) and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Recruiting. AWW conveys the importance 



for recreational boaters and other mariners to report suspicious activity along our nation's 
waterways, thus making the waterways more secure. We also need to boost the membership of 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, those dedicated volunteers who are a large and vital segment of 
the Coast Guard's recreational boating program. 

To address both AWW and Auxiliary Recruiting the Fifth District plans to increase their visibility with 
new banner displays and exhibits for large public venues (boat shows, conferences, shopping 
malls, schools, classrooms). Our efforts in marketing will continue for the foreseeable future; it's an 
evolutionary venture that requires significant innovation and networking within and outside the 
boating community. We are confident that placing the "prevention" message first and foremost in 
the public domain before they cast off all lines will make for a safer and more enjoyable boating 
experience.
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SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Bruce R. Wright, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(305) 415-7057 - phone
Bruce.R.Wright@uscg.mil

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

District Seven’s Boat Show Season is underway. The Boating Advisory Trailer had its shakedown
cruise recently at U.S. Coast Guard Station Islamorada with more than 50 people in attendance. It
was a valuable opportunity to make the fine-tune adjustments before its first boat show
appearance September 7-9, 2007. The Boating Advisory Trailer began its voyage in Tampa, Florida
at the Tampa Boat Show. The trailer was a featured venue, positioned outside along the riverbank
at the in-water portion of the show. The September tour continued on into Islamorada for a Kid’s
Day at the Wide World Sportsman, and finished the month out at the District Seven Auxiliary
Conference.

The message is clear throughout the display that it is what you wear that will keep you safe. The
focus on “Wear It!” is a consistent theme for District Seven this year including not only life jackets,
but also engine stop lanyards, light beacons and EPIRBS. A DVD explaining more about the
program is currently in production. For more information on the Boating Advisory Trailer contact the
District Seven RBS Specialist Bruce R. Wright at (305) 415-7057.
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ELEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Paul Newman, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(510) 437-5364 – phone
Paul.L.Newman@uscg.mil

Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah 

October days are cooling off a bit but boating safety advocates are still active. This month the 
California Boating Safety Officers Association (CBSOA) holds its annual one-day regional training 
symposium in Northern California, at Shasta Lake. CBSOA includes almost all on-the-water law 
enforcement and rescue organizations in the state, including sheriffs, lifeguards, harbor patrols, fish 
and game, and several federal agencies.
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THIRTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dan Shipman, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(206) 220-7257 – phone
Daniel.E.Shipman@uscg.mil

Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington 

On August 22, 2007, Washington State Congressman Brian Baird and other representatives from 
the states of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, federal government agencies, and community 
organizations met at Bonneville Lock and Dam, Cascade Locks, Oregon, for the ceremonial signing 
of a Memorandum of Understanding to solidify the partnerships for the Northwest Discovery Water 
Trail. 

The Northwest Discovery Water Trail is a 367-mile water trail beginning at the historic Canoe Camp 



Mike Swanson of the D17 RBS office 
demonstrates at a U.S Forest Service day 

camp near Juneau how easily an 
improperly-fitted life jacket can slip off. Kids 
also got the opportunity to throw different 

on the Clearwater River in Orofino, Idaho and traveling down the scenic Snake River and on into 
the Columbia River, ending at Bonneville Dam. This water trail follows the western route of the 
legendary explorers Lewis and Clark. 

The purpose of the Memorandum of Understanding is to create positive, sustained connections and 
partnerships among people, communities, and organizations along the trail. The goal is to promote 
the water trail as a valuable resource for recreation, safety, education, and stewardship. Some of 
the more tangible benefits sought from this agreement are to identify and improve water craft 
launch and landing facilities, campsites, and other facilities for water trail users. 

By commemorating the heritage of the water trail it will also promote awareness of the natural, 
historical, cultural, and recreational attributes along the three rivers. It also encourages the 
involvement of all the communities, public agencies, businesses, organizations, and individuals who 
live and recreate along the trail to promote the water trail system and its goals. 
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FOURTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Kent Richards, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(808) 541-2161 – phone
Ivan.K.Richards@uscg.mil

Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, Northern Marianas

Utilizing the services and resources of the Boating Law Administrators is a citizen's real avenue to
better and safer boating. It behooves every citizen who wants to see a greater degree of safety on
America’s waterways to contact their State Boating Law Administrator about problems, concerns,
and possible solutions. The Fourteenth Coast Guard District will host a Boating Law Administrator's
Workshop, November 28-30, 2007 in Honolulu at the U.S. Coast Guard district office. The Boating
Law Administrators from American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam,
and Hawaii will be in attendance. The goals of the workshop are to improve boating safety through
traditional and innovative means, promote the exchange of ideas, and enhance cooperation among
those who share boating safety as their goal. Please call (808) 541-2161 and let us know your
ideas and if there's a topic you would like to be discussed.

Warm weather, blue skies, and balmy winds are no excuse for not wearing a life jacket. There are 
alternatives to wearing big, bulky, and "too hot" life jackets. Inflatable life jackets are a great 
option. The ocean doesn't care what your excuses are for not wearing a life jacket; wear a life 
jacket and stay safe at sea.
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SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Mike Folkerts, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(907) 463-2297 – phone
Michael.R.Folkerts@uscg.mil

Alaska

Fall is upon us and winter is just around the corner in Alaska!
It’s a great time to take a boating safety class from the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary,
http://a170.uscgaux.info/d17_pe_page.htm or from the State 
of Alaska Office of Boating Safety, 
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/boating/index.htm
Recreational Boating Safety enforcement by Alaska State
Troopers and the Coast Guard was a focus this summer 
throughout Alaska. Joint agency operations, called Boating 
Education Safety Training (BEST) teams, often provided 
boaters with an opportunity to correct minor safety 
deficiencies with a compliance option program. Common 
problems included: No registration and/or AK numbers, 
outdated flares, no type IV throwable, no sound-producing 
device, and unserviceable fire extinguishers. An easy way to 
ensure that your boat meets the minimum federal 
requirements can be found online at 
http://www.safetyseal.net/ or call your local Auxiliary Vessel 

Type IV flotation devices to a person in the 
water including the new Mustang Rescue

Stick®. (Photo by Mike Folkerts)

Examiner (VE) http://a170.uscgaux.info/d17_vsc_page.htm.
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