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Featured Story

2006 Season Turned Up the Heat on Boating
Safety

Boating Safety Initiatives Show No Signs of Cooling
Off

As temperatures soared
to near 100°F across
most of the United States
this summer, millions
took to the water to take
advantage of a little “fun
in the sun.” 

But while warm days and cool waters are a delicious
recipe for rest and relaxation, boating safety
advocates know that this “concoction” can quickly
turn deadly. Still, hundreds are dying needlessly as a
result of failing to follow basic boating safety
behaviors.

Thus, this season, safety advocates across the
country went to work to make sure boating safety got
on every boater’s menu. In national and regional
markets, multiple partners launched new initiatives
and promoted key messages to “stir up” a hearty
helping of memorable educational and public
awareness campaigns.

Click Here for Full Article...

 

Upcoming Events

September 21-27, 2006 —
Annual Conference, National
Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Louisville,
Kentucky.

September 24, 2006 — General
Membership Meeting, National Safe
Boating Council (NSBC), Louisville,
Kentucky

November 1-3, 2006 —

Featured Story

National Safe Boating Council Contests 
and Grants – 2006

From Joyce F. Shaw, NSBC Contest Committee

Since 1958, the National Safe
Boating Council (NSBC) has
served as an advocate for boating
safety and education, as well as a
unifying organization for other
groups working to advance the



November 1-3, 2006 —
International BoatBuilders'
Exhibition & Conference (IBEX),
National Marine Manufacturers
Association (NMMA), Miami, FL

Click Here for More Events...

 goal of Safer Boating through
Education. In keeping with its
mission, the Council joins with

two of its Patron Level partner organizations to offer
two annual contests. These contests recognize
individual and organizational partners in the boating
community that create innovative programs aimed at
improving boating education. In addition, the Council
is proud to sponsor two grant programs: the
Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Grants, with funds
provided by a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration
and Boating Trust Fund, and the Outdoor Marine
Corporation (OMC) Grants.

Click Here for Full Article...
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Carbon Monoxide - An Invisible, Insidious Killer

By Dwayne Clark, Maritime Attorney and Boating Safety Advocate
Visit the author at www.lawboat.com.

Lately in the press, there has been no shortage of stories on injury
and death from carbon monoxide poisoning on and around boats.
Although the dangers have been well documented and warnings
have been issued for years from many governmental agencies, we
do continue to see preventable injury and death from this silent
killer.

In northern Idaho over the Memorial Day weekend, Jeff Meredith,
his wife, Natalie, their son, Jonathan, and one of Jonathan’s friends
packed their boat and headed out onto a lake for the weekend.

Click Here for Full Article...
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BoatU.S.
Foundation Boating
Safety Grants
Available

News from BoatU.S. –
Boat Owners
Association of The
United States

The BoatU.S.
Foundation for
Boating Safety &
Clean Water will give
grants of up to
$4,000 each to local
community
organizations and
non-profit groups for
its Boating Safety
Grant program.
Designed to help keep
waterways safe for
recreational boaters,
the grant program

 

Nautical Terms of The Month

Earrings were worn by many sailors, but
did you know that an Earring is also a
small rope fastened to a cringle in the
head of the sail, for the purpose of
extending it along the yard?

Above board – this two word phrase
used in everyday conversation usually
means that all your actions or dealings
are proper and in order.  Nautically, is
means: On the deck of the vessel, but
not over it.

Did you know that To Back and Fill on
a sailing vessel means to alternately
back and fill the sails when traveling up
or down a river in order to avoid
obstacles and keep the vessel as close to
the middle of the channel as possible? On
a power-driven vessel, the term refers to
using the rudder and the engine in
forward and reverse to maneuver in tight
situations, often while mooring up to a



will award nearly
$50,000 in funding.

 

Click Here for Full
Article...

dock or pier.

  

Quick Links

U.S. Coast Guard Boating Safety Website

More About Us

Archive of Past Waypoints Newsletters

National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

United States Power Squadrons®

National Safe Boating Council

National Water Safety Congress

 

Home of Kentucky Derby Hosts
Annual Conference

News from the National Association of
State Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA)

Boating safety professionals from around
the North America will soon converge on
Louisville – home of world-famous
Churchill Downs and the Kentucky Derby
—for a different kind of “ride”. The
National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA) will hold its 47th
annual conference September 22-27,
2006.

With a mix of general sessions, breakouts
and plenty of time for networking, the
NASBLA conference is the premier event
for boating safety in the United States.
Hosted in cooperation with the Kentucky
Department of Fish & Wildlife, this year’s
conference will cover a wide spectrum of
topics in recreational boating safety,
including:

 

Click Here for Full Article...

 

Waypoints Now Accepting Articles!

Ever dream of seeing your name in print? Waypoints is always looking for a few good writers
to share their expertise. Editorials, news pieces, feature articles—anything related to making
boaters safer on the water—we love to see them all! In past issues, partners have provided us
with articles on everything from float plans, to safety for sportsmen, to boating safety
education.

If you’ve been wanting to flex your writing muscle, contact newsletter@uscgboating.org for
more details.

 
Please submit comments to: newsletter@uscgboating.org

U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety Infoline: 1-800-368-5647
www.uscgboating.org
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2006 Season Turned Up the Heat on Boating Safety

Boating Safety Initiatives Show No Signs of Cooling Off

As temperatures soared to near 100°F across most of the United States this summer,
millions took to the water to take advantage of a little “fun in the sun.” 

But while warm days and cool waters are a delicious recipe for rest and relaxation, boating
safety advocates know that this “concoction” can quickly turn deadly. Still, hundreds are dying
needlessly as a result of failing to follow basic boating safety behaviors.

Thus, this season, safety advocates across the country went to work to make sure boating
safety got on every boater’s menu. In national and regional markets, multiple partners
launched new initiatives and promoted key messages to “stir up” a hearty helping of
memorable educational and public awareness campaigns.

The following represents just a few examples of initiatives that sizzled!

NSBC

The National Safe Boating Council launched National Safe Boating Week
in May, introducing the brand new “Be a Survivor!” essay contest and
promotional effort. With former Survivor: Season One star Rudy Boesch
serving as the campaign’s spokesperson, NSBC invited boaters to submit
their stories on how a life jacket had saved their lives. The contest was
co-sponsored by marine retailing giant West Marine®, which provided
prizes for the contest and displayed entry forms in over 400 stores
throughout the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico.

Winners will be announced on October 15; their stories will be published
in NSBC’s upcoming edition of the Saved By the Jacket book.

Office of Boating Safety

To continue reaching out to the groups of boaters at highest risk
for fatalities – hunters and anglers – the U.S. Coast Guard’s Office
of Boating Safety expanded its partnership with well-known
outdoorsman and fishing and hunting expert Wade Bourne. During
the summer months, boating safety public service announcements
(PSAs) were aired during Bourne’s daily radio show, Pros’ Pointers.
The show, which offers tips and tricks to outdoorsmen of all skill
levels, is syndicated on stations throughout the country.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and United States Power Squadrons

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and United States Power Squadrons were out in full force over
the summer, hosting Vessel Safety Checkpoints and teaching boating education courses to
some of the thousands of boaters operating vessels on the water. Local chapters of these
organizations proved indispensable, as members reached boaters directly to stress the
importance of safety on the water.

In addition, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary recently
closed out the summer with its “Save a Life” life
jacket fashion show during its national conference in



Dallas, Texas. The show featured 13 models,
including eight children, modeling the latest and
greatest in life jacket wear for conference attendees.

What’s your organization been up to over the
summer? Has your plate been full? Send us your
wrap-up, and we’ll print it in Waypoints! Pieces can
be sent to newsletter@uscgboating.org.
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News from Joyce F. Shaw, NSBC Contest Committee

National Safe Boating Council Contests 
and Grants – 2006

S ince 1958, the National Safe Boating Council (NSBC) has
served as an advocate for boating safety and education, as well
as a unifying organization for other groups working to advance
the goal of Safer Boating through Education. In keeping with its
mission, the Council joins with two of its Patron Level partner
organizations to offer two annual contests. These contests
recognize individual and organizational partners in the boating
community that create innovative programs aimed at improving
boating education. In addition, the Council is proud to sponsor
two grant programs: the Recreational Boating Safety (RBS)
Grants, with funds provided by a grant from the Sport Fish
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, and the Outdoor Marine Corporation (OMC) Grants.

Boating Education Advancement Award

Sponsored by Coors Brewing Company, the Boating Education Advancement (BEA) Awards
recognize individuals and organizations that have developed and successfully implemented
programs to:

Enhance the image and recognition of boating safety efforts
Share success stories for the betterment of safe boating
Create a closer partnership between national, state and local educational boating
organizations
Promote the themes of the National Safe Boating Week campaign
Provide a platform for recognition of outstanding boating education programs and
grassroots boating safety efforts

Two levels of competition are associated with the BEA Awards. The first level involves the three
NASBLA Regions—Southeast, Northern and Western—and the Canadian Region who select
regional winners. Each regional winner receives a $1,000 prize, a trip to the annual
International Boating and Water Safety Summit (IBWSS) and an opportunity to compete for
the second level of competition: the $1,500 national award.

Regional award recipients must agree to present a 50-minute session or workshop on their
winning program at the Summit, where the national winner is selected by an anonymous panel
of judges. Eligible programs should be duplicable and adaptable by other interested boating
educators. Deadlines for applications submitted to Boating Law Administrators (BLA) in each
state differ by region, so please check with your BLA.

If you have a project or program that you feel meets the criteria, send an entry to your state
BLA or BLA Awards Chairman. Ask that your program be considered for entry in the Regional
competition.

Boating Safety Youth Award Program

We are delighted to welcome Patron Level NSBC member Boat Owners Association of the
United States (BoatU.S.) as our new sponsor for the Boating Safety Youth Program Award
(BSYPA). The purpose of the BSYPA is to provide a vehicle for recognizing individuals and



organizations that have developed and successfully implemented innovative youth boating
education programs targeting safety issues and concerns of national interest. 

The goal of this award is to encourage the development of innovative boating safety education
programs directed at youth. To qualify, the program must include safety practices and be
targeted toward students 18 years of age or younger. Selection priority is given to unique or
innovative programs with the primary goal of increasing boating safety and safety awareness.

Award applications are evaluated by the NSBC based on criteria that includes a program
description, budget proposal, and availability of the program to be duplicated by others. The
NSBC may require an interview with the program administrator before final selection of the
award is made. This interview may be in person or by phone.

The BSYPA includes a cash prize of $2,500 to be used for the implementation or enhancement
of a youth-oriented boating safety program. In addition, the group receives a beautiful trophy
and a trip to the International Boating and Water Safety Summit (Summit). Attendance at the
Summit, including travel, lodging and subsistence based on the federal allowance, will be
covered for one representative of the winning program. The representative of the winning
program must agree to attend the International Boating and Water Safety Summit, and
present a 45-minute session on their award-winning youth program. 

The award grant may be used to purchase necessary equipment, audio visual aids, printing,
teaching aids, program promotion and advertisement, rental time of pool or waterfront
facilities, transportation costs to on-water sites or other costs associated with the advancement
of the program. Funds may not be used as wages or salaries for instructors. Application
submission deadline is December 31.

Recreational Boating Safety Grants

[Jim Richardson, RBS Coordinator: Lower Colorado River Authority, NSBC Secretary]

There are many boating organizations and groups eager to promote safe boating. These groups
expend numerous resources to raise a relatively small amount of money. With the assistance
of NSBC’s Local Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Grant Program, these resources may be
focused more effectively on safe boating initiatives.

Applications for the Local RBS Grants will be accepted between October 25, 2006 and January
25, 2007. Grants will be awarded by March 15, 2007, enabling recipients to utilize the funds
for their 2007 National Safe Boating Week projects.

Since this grant program’s inception in 2001, 109 grants have been awarded to organizations
in 29 different states. The amount of money to be awarded in 2007 is $14,300. To view the
guidelines and obtain an application, visit the NSBC website at www.safeboatingcouncil.org.
Press the “Local RBS Grant Program” button, and you will be on your way to applying for
funds for your future boating safety project.

NSBC – OMC Foundation “Take ‘Em Boating” 
Grant Program

[Bill Griswold, Coordinator: U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, NSBC Past Chair]
            
“The ‘Take Em’ Boating’ Grant is an excellent program to encourage organizations to develop
creative and innovative programs to engage children in boating,” says NSBC Executive Director
Virgil Chambers. “It’s important to show our youth the benefits of recreational boating, as well
as demonstrate that exercise and fresh air make for a great way to spend your time.”

The $5,000 grant is awarded annually to the selected youth program that gets kids ages 6-18
safely into boating, while at the same time promoting the future of the marine industry through
environmental education, safety awareness and boating enjoyment. Applications from
organizations, companies and agencies will be accepted from October 1 – December 31, 2006,
and the winner will be announced at a later date.



“Keeping Kids Afloat” is Awarded 1st Annual 
“Take Em’ Boating” Grant from the National 
Safe Boating Council

The Bayfront Center for Maritime Studies, Perseus House
Charter School of Excellence, has been awarded the first
annual National Safe Boating Council “Take Em’ Boating”
Grant for their program “Keeping Kids Afloat’. Located in
Erie, Pennsylvania, this program provides a unique,
hands-on boat building, sailing and environmental
learning experience for over 11,000 area youth. Students
become involved in designing and building a small craft,
reinforcing skills such as math concepts, interpreting
plans and working as a team. The kids then take their
boats on the bay and learn about basic boating and
safety skills while enjoying and learning about being on
the water. This grant will help to fund this program,
which provides a diverse group of students with an
educational environment that teaches them both individual and group skills through
experiential learning opportunities.

For More Information

Visit our website at www.safeboatingcouncil.org/awards for complete details about all NSBC
awards, application forms, and profiles of past winning entries. NSBC welcomes the opportunity
to encourage and recognize projects that have made lasting contributions to the interest of
boating safety.

Through the Coors Boating Education Advancement Award, the BoatU.S. BSYPA, the
Recreational Boating Safety Grants, and the Outdoor Marine Corporation Grants (OMC), NSBC
encourages partnerships with boating communities and assists local groups in funding projects
that demonstrate our mutual excitement about boating safety and our commitment to Safer
Boating through Education.
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If we could see Carbon
Monoxide. . .

September 2006 | Issue No. 17

News from Dwayne Clark, Maritime Attorney and Boating Safety Advocate®
Visit the author at www.lawboat.com.

Carbon Monoxide - An Invisible, Insidious Killer

Perfect for First-time and Experienced Boaters – The Boat Smart® Course

Lately in the press, there has been no shortage of stories
on injury and death from carbon monoxide poisoning on and
around boats. Although the dangers have been well
documented and warnings have been issued for years from
many governmental agencies, we do continue to see
preventable injury and death from this silent killer.

In northern Idaho over the Memorial Day weekend, Jeff
Meredith, his wife, Natalie, their son, Jonathan, and one of
Jonathan’s friends packed their boat and headed out onto a
lake for the weekend.

Two days later a sheriff’s deputy found the boat run aground and partly submerged. Jeff
Meredith, said Deputy Randy Herman, was still at the helm, slumped over in the driver seat,
dead. (For the full story, click here.)

Near the open stern, would-be rescuers found three more bodies in sleeping bags. Herman
speculated all four were dead before the boat ran aground.

Investigators later determined the family died from what is known as “station wagon effect.”
Herman explained this happens when a boat travels at slow speeds with the rear loaded so
exhaust is drawn from the exhaust pipes in the stern and accumulates in all low areas of the
boat.

This is just one of the horror stories heard every year on how insidious carbon monoxide (CO),
a gas that results from incomplete combustion, can be. Internal combustion engines, gas
stoves and heaters, and charcoal grills all emit carbon monoxide.

The U.S. Coast Guard, however, has issued warnings to boaters, especially those with swim
platforms on their transoms. It notes a study that found houseboats with swim platforms in
particular, keep carbon monoxide from dissipating into the air, instead allowing them to gather
and, eventually, creep over the gunwales and into the deck areas.

In some parts of the country, medical professionals are becoming involved in raising
awareness.

“I am getting tired of hearing the same story, one after another, ‘I didn't know,'” Robert Baron,
emergency room physician at Banner Good Samaritan and Banner Estrella Medical Centers,
said. After three people were rendered unconscious by CO on Arizona lakes during a recent
July weekend, Baron decided something needed to be done to raise awareness.

Baron, who also serves as medical director for medics at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
(Lake Powell), said his staff first raised awareness of CO poisoning involving houseboats.

“The number of deaths occurring around boats is far under-recognized as carbon monoxide
poisoning because autopsies do not check for it as a cause of death,” Baron said during a press
conference held at the Lake Pleasant 10-lane boat ramp.



Even experienced boaters and medically trained personnel have found out you can't be too
careful around boats, such as Phoenix Fire Captain Glenn Palmer, who was recently affected by
CO poisoning.

“I have been boating for 20 years,” Palmer says. “I met up with a buddy of mine and we
parked our boats perpendicular as I began to refuel. His exhaust was going underneath my
boat and you couldn't hear it. I was having a conversation with my wife and the next thing I
knew I was on someone else's boat riding to the marina.”

Palmer's wife later told him he just stopped talking in mid-sentence, his eyes rolled back and
he fell from the platform to the water. When he came to, he had been unconscious for 10
minutes.

“Now, whenever I am docked or stopped, I turn off the engine,” Palmer said.

Some in the industry believe there should be design changes on boats, such as the addition of
catalytic converters.

“There definitely needs to be a design change. Why would you put a swim platform right next
to the source of the carbon monoxide?” Baron asked. “Currently, there are no boats that have
catalytic converters, which oxidize carbon monoxide; however, one manufacturer will be
making a model that includes one in 2007. Even so, there are still all of the old boats in use
without them.”

For now, experts recommend installing marine-rated carbon monoxide detectors, to alert
boaters when the CO concentration on board is too high. However, fresh air circulation and
staying away from exhaust is the best way to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning, according to
experts.

Carbon monoxide is a silent and quick killer. It is colorless and odorless. It’s released by boat
generators, propane heaters and in dangerously high concentrations by boat engines. Most
boaters aren’t aware of the hazard.

“Typically you don’t see the initial symptoms of headache or confusion because these
concentrations are so high, that the person is there, talking, and then [suddenly] unconscious,”
explained Jane MaCammon, former Director of National Institute of Occupational Health and
Safety.

The Internet has a plethora of information and links about the danger of carbon monoxide. The
Consumer Product Safety Commission has put out warnings and information as well as the
EPA.

Also, it is always important to wear your life jacket. Many of those that are overcome by
carbon monoxide fumes slip silently beneath the waves after becoming unconscious. There
have been many cases where fellow boaters will report that a person was “there one second
and gone the next”. This can happen suddenly and without warning. If boaters always wear life
jackets, they stand a better chance of being saved even if overcome by carbon monoxide.  

The bottom line: avoid boat exhaust fumes whenever possible and wear your life jacket. It may
save your life.

About Dwayne Clark and Kristen Watson 
Dwayne Clark and Kristen Watson are maritime attorneys and boating safety advocates. They
can be reached at: http://lawboat.blogspot.com and www.lawboat.com.
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News from BoatU.S. – Boat Owners Association of The United States

BoatU.S. Foundation Boating Safety 
Grants Available

The BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety & Clean Water will give grants of up to $4,000
each to local community organizations and non-profit groups for its Boating Safety Grant
program. Designed to help keep waterways safe for recreational boaters, the grant program
will award nearly $50,000 in funding. The deadline to apply is November 1, 2006 and grants
will be awarded in late January 2007. Interested groups such as boat and yacht clubs, flotillas
and squadrons can download an application at www.BoatUS.com/foundation.

"If you ever had a good idea that you believed would make recreational boating safer, this is
your chance to act," said Chris Edmonston, director of the Foundation's Boating Safety
Programs.

Over the past 17 years the Foundation has awarded nearly $700,000 in Safety Grant funds to
organizations that develop innovative projects that promote safe boating on local waterways. 
Past projects have ranged from creating literature on the effects of boating under the influence
of alcohol to boat ramp signage informing users about free vessel safety checks.  Edmonston
said, "We believe that the creativity that goes along with a grass roots approach to increase
safe boating may yield some very out-of-the-box ideas."

In addition to going to http://www.BoatUS.com/foundation for an application, you may learn
more about the Boating Safety Grants by calling 703-461-2878, ext. 8353.

The BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean Water is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit
education and research organization primarily funded by the voluntary contributions of 665,000
members of BoatU.S. The Foundation operates more than a dozen programs including the only
accredited, free, online general boating safety course, a low-cost EPIRB rental program, the
"Help Stop the Drops" national clean fueling campaign, a free kid's Life Jacket Loaner Program,
and has awarded hundreds of thousands of dollars in grants for nonprofit groups for boating
safety and environmental projects.

For more information on making a tax-deductible donation to help keep programs like these

afloat, go to http://www.BoatUS.com/foundation.
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News from the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA)

Home of Kentucky Derby Hosts Annual Conference

Boating safety professionals from around the North America recently converged on Louisville
– home of world-famous Churchill Downs and the Kentucky Derby – for a different kind of 
“ride”. The National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) held its 47th
annual conference September 22-27, 2006.

With a mix of general sessions, breakouts and plenty of time for networking, the NASBLA
conference is the premier event for boating safety in the United States. Hosted in cooperation
with the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife, this year’s conference covered a wide
spectrum of topics in recreational boating safety, including:

Injury Prevention
U.S. Coast Guard Strategic Planning &
Performance Measures
Regulating Commercial Vessels
National Survey on Recreation and the
Environment
Rules of the Road
Water Trails
Officer Safety
Ocean Literacy
Water Survival for Boating Law Officers
Boating Under the Influence

 

Agenda:

 
Friday NASBLA Executive Board

U.S. Coast Guard/BLA Session
National Safe Boating Council (NSBC) Executive Board

Saturday  NASBLA Executive Board
U.S. Coast Guard/BLA Session
National Safe Boating Council (NSBC) Executive Board

Sunday  NASBLA Policy Committee Meetings
Opening Ceremonies
President’s Reception

Monday NASBLA Business Meeting
General Sessions
Luncheon Honoring NASBLA Associates

Tuesday  BLA Work Session
Rules of the Road Workshop
Breakouts
On-Water Demonstrations

Saturday  General Sessions
NASBLA Business Meeting
Vermont ’07 Preview & Awards Banquet



More information can be found on the NASBLA website at www.nasbla.org.

NASBLA Holds Its First Boating Law 
Administrators Workshop

The National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) held its first-ever
Boating Law Administrators Workshop in Lexington, Kentucky, June 7-8. The meeting was
designed to provide Administrators from around the country an opportunity to meet with their
peers in an open exchange on current and emerging issues affecting boating program
management.

Audience polling was used to gather basic
information on the attendees. Polling revealed
thatmore than half of the participants have
been serving as a Boating Law Administrator
six years or less. Nearly all consider
themselves recreational boaters and more than
half currently own a boat.

The polling proved to be a popular feature of
the workshop. Participants enjoyed the chance
to be involved in the process by using handheld
response keypads to answer various questions.

The agenda was designed to allow plenty of
time for discussion among the participants. Survey questions were also used to spark
discussion among the participants. Organized as an open forum, the meeting generated much
participation, with Boating Law Administrators from 39 states sharing ideas, information,
resources and experiences.

Topics of discussion included mandatory boater education; budget concerns; employee
recruitment, training and retention; boating safety promotion; the education course review
process; boating constituency expansion; and NASBLA’s strategic planning.

On the second day of the workshop, Jeff Hoedt, chief of the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating
Safety, discussed performance measures with the group. With direction from the National
Boating Safety Advisory Council, the Coast Guard has developed performance goals for the
Recreational Boating Safety Program. These goals include increasing the wear rate of life
jackets, reducing the number of boating accidents and fatalities, and creating a database of the
people who complete an advanced boating education course.

Small boats have been identified as a possible homeland security threat. This could lead to
registering all vessels for identification purposes. Hoedt also discussed the creation of Real ID,
an identification system that would be proof of identity and citizenship. This will be phased in
over time.

Hoedt discussed the nonprofit grants for FY07. Seven of the ten grants NASBLA proposed were
funded.

The U.S. Coast Guard will conduct a cost-benefit analysis and survey on the 17-character hull
identification number (HIN) project. The Organization of American States wrote a draft model
act for vessel registration/identification and proposed a 13-character HIN. The shorter HIN
would vary a great deal from the 17-character HIN being considered by the Coast Guard.

Approximately 30 to 50 propeller strikes are reported each year. The U.S. Coast Guard is
moving forward with regulations to promote propeller injury avoidance. The National Boating
Safety Advisory Council will recommend an engine cut-off device requirement, along with a
requirement for people to maintain and utilize it.

The National Recreational Boating Survey will be released in 2007. The U.S. Coast Guard is
working with groups to rewrite the survey. The new survey would be conducted every two
years. It’s possible that new questions could be added to the new survey to gather state-
specific data.
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News from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports of
Deaths and Injuries

In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha,
Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego
Kite Tubes. CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents,
29 of which resulted in medical treatment, associated
with use of the kite tubes. Those injuries included a
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries
and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of
two deaths in the United States and a variety of
serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to
determine the cause of the incidents. Nevertheless, the
company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market
and is undertaking this voluntary recall out of an
abundance of caution.

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide,
circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed behind a power boat. A rider in the
tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. Model 53-5000
is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube displays black caution
warning stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement, 
“Never Kite higher than you are willing to fall.” The tubes were imported and sold through
marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1,
2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600.

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-
5524 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free
replacement products. Consumers can also visit the firm’s Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for 
more information.

About the Consumer Product Safety Commission

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from
unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer
products under the agency’s jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer
product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to
protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or
mechanical hazard. The CPSC’s work to ensure the safety of consumer products – such as
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals – contributed significantly
to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths  and injuries associated with consumer products
over the past 30 years. To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC’s
hotline at (800) 638-2772 or visit CPSC’s Web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can
obtain this release and recall information at CPSC’s website at www.cpsc.gov.

TOP OF PAGE

 DOWNLOAD WAYPOINTS AS AN ADOBE ACROBAT PDF DOCUMENT



<< BACK TO INDEX OF ARTICLES

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 2006 | Issue No. 17

News from the American Boat & Yacht Council

ABYC Forms New Committee to Investigate How People Use Boats

August 8, 2006, Annapolis, MD: The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) today announced
that it has formed a new project technical committee (PTC) called the "Product Interface
Committee." This committee will be the 18th ABYC PTC, and is charged to identify and address
hazard mitigation strategies surrounding the human interface with boats and their associated
equipment.

"The interface committee will examine the relationship and interactions between people, the
machine, the system and the environment, and then will determine if a standard is needed to
mitigate risk and potential injury or death," said John Adey, ABYC's Technical Director. "If it is
determined that there is a need for a standard, then the PTC will move forward and develop
one," Adey confidently added.

To site an example, Adey explained that the U.S. Coast Guard is currently exploring the idea of
requiring manufacturers to install an engine cutoff device. Currently, no standard exists. In
response to this Coast Guard topic, the newly formed committee's first order of business will
be to review engine cutoff devices and if necessary, develop or revise standards to address
this issue.

Speaking at the grand opening of ABYC's new headquarters, Jeff Hoedt, Chief of the U.S. Coast
Guard Office of Boating Safety, remarked, "I would like to take this opportunity to publicly
recognize and thank ABYC for its recent decision to form a new project technical committee,
the Product Interface Committee. This committee will address problems that the Coast Guard
has long focused on, such as falls overboard, propeller injuries and other accidents caused by
the interface of humans with machines. We look forward to working with this new committee
and are optimistic that ABYC will find this endeavor to be as successful as all of its previous
undertakings."

ABYC's Product Interface Committee is currently also seeking interested technical professionals
to participate in the evaluation phase and potential development of this standard. The
committee is specifically seeking participants with any of the following areas of expertise or
capabilities: occupant protection, human factors design, accident recreation and investigation
and hydrodynamics.

"The ABYC standards writing process is truly the most dynamic, interactive consensus-based
standards development method being used within the marine industry today," stated Skip
Burdon, ABYC's President.

In fact, over 400 volunteers from all fields of the marine industry, as well as U.S. Coast Guard
and private boat owners make up the ABYC PTCs, which develop ABYC's consensus based
safety standards. The ABYC Technical Board determines, after an industry review reveals a
potential safety problem, that a standard is needed and tasks the appropriate PTC with that
particular problem. Once the PTC has studied the problem and developed a draft standard, the
PTC is balloted to determine if a consensus has been reached. Concurrently to this vote, the
draft is available for public review. ABYC adheres to the guidelines established by the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI), which governs most U.S. standards developing
organizations.

For further information, or to become a member of this committee, please email John Adey,
ABYC Technical Director, at jadey@abycinc.org.

ABYC has been developing, writing and updating the safety standards for boat building and



repair in the United States for over 50 years. ABYC is actively involved with the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) as well as education and certification programs for
marine technicians. These standards are available on CD-ROM, online (Web-STIR) and in
printed form. Membership and general information can be requested by visiting the ABYC web
site at www.abycinc.org.
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News from the Personal Watercraft Industry Association (PWIA)

New Campaign Launched to Improve Boating Safety at Lake Mead and
Lake Mohave

California, Nevada, Arizona, the National Park Service, and the Personal Watercraft Industry
Association Join Forces to form the “Lake Mead Safe Boating Partnership”

Los Angeles, CA  The National Park Service, three state agencies and the personal
watercraft industry joined forces today to unveil a new campaign aimed at improving safety
and reducing boating accidents and fatalities at Lake Mead National Recreation Area. The
creation of the “Lake Mead Safe Boating Partnership” was announced today at the Los Angeles
Boat Show. The National Park Service (NPS), the California Department of Boating and
Waterways, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Arizona Game and Fish Department, and the
Personal Watercraft Industry Association (PWIA) created the partnership to promote safe
boating practices among boaters who visit Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. The National Park
Service reported 149 boating accidents and four boating fatalities on Lake Mead and Lake
Mohave in 2005; the Lake Mead Safe Boating Partnership aims to bring these numbers down.

“Approximately 8-10 million visitors come to Lake Mead National Recreation Area each year,”
said Lake Mead National Recreation Area Superintendent Bill Dickinson. “Fortunately most
boaters have an enjoyable time, free of any incidents—but even one boating tragedy is one
too many, especially because most boating accidents are completely avoidable. Because so
many of our boaters are from California, Arizona, and Nevada, it made perfect sense for all of
us to join forces.”

About half of all visitors at Lake Mead National Recreation Area come from out-of-state,
particularly from California. Because each state has its own set of boating laws, the Lake Mead
Safe Boating Partnership advises boaters to “play it safe” by following the strictest of
guidelines, which include wearing a life jacket at all times, always taking a boating safety
course before leaving the dock or marina, and never operating a boat under the influence of
alcohol or drugs. These are guidelines the partnership advises all boaters to follow. In some
cases, they might be required by law. Boating laws for California, Nevada, and Arizona are
summarized and can be reviewed at www.boatcoloradoriver.com and www.boatlakemead.com.

For instance, anyone born after January 1, 1983 must carry proof of having passed a boating
safety course to operate a boat in the state of Nevada (Lake Mead). In other cases, any boater
12 years or younger must wear a life jacket at all times and anyone riding a personal
watercraft (PWC) regardless of age must wear a life jacket at all times. Additionally, most
drownings involve boaters who aren’t wearing a life jacket and who have not taken a boating
safety course. For this reason, the partnership wants boaters of all ages and boating
experience to follow its guidelines and treat them as the “rules of the road.”

“Many Californians would consider Lake Mead and Lake Mohave among their top boating
destinations,” said California Department of Boating and Waterways Director Raynor
Tsuneyoshi, “No boater visits Lake Mead expecting to get in an accident and wind up as
another statistic, but boating accidents can happen in a split second and most of them result
from boaters’ inexperience and inattention. We’ve had great success with the tri-state boating
safety campaign, so we know that partnerships like this can work well to help prevent many of
these avoidable accidents.”

The Lake Mead Safe Boating Partnership is unique in that it brings together not only the efforts
of the federal government and three state agencies, but also the private sector to strengthen



boater safety. The Personal Watercraft Industry Association (PWIA), which represents the four
manufacturers of personal watercraft, will play an integral part in the efforts of the partnership.

“Lake Mead is one of the most popular places to ride personal watercraft in the country,” said
Maureen Healey, Executive Director of PWIA. “And while boating is one of America’s most
treasured pastimes, one must never forget that a boat is a motorized vessel that should be
approached with the same caution and respect as a car. No matter how long you’ve been
boating, the Lake Mead Safe Boating Partnership wants everyone to take a refresher course
this year to brush-up on the rules and guidelines specific for boating at Lake Mead and Lake
Mohave,” said Ms. Healey.

More information is available at www.boatlakemead.com.
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NOAA Nautical Charting Calendar

Click here to download the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s charting
calendar for September.
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News from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

U.S. Coast Guard Announces First-Ever New Auxiliarist of the Year Award
for 2005

Winning Volunteer Honored for His Commitment to Marine Safety and Community Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Kevin J. Cady, a firefighter/investigator for the City of Portland,
Maine, and resident of Falmouth, Maine, is the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s first recipient of the
New Auxiliarist of the Year award.

Cady received the inaugural award from Adm. Thad, Allen, Commandant of the U.S. Coast
Guard, in a ceremony held at U.S. Coast Guard headquarters. The award recognizes
outstanding contributions to U.S. Coast Guard missions by an Auxiliarist during his or her first
three years of service.

Cady, a U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary civilian volunteer, was honored for his service to U.S. Coast
Guard Sector Northern New England in the area of marine safety, as well as for his leadership
skills and community service to Flotilla 21 of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s First Northern
District. He also played a significant role in assisting the Sector Northern New England (SNNE)
Planning Department in identifying local stakeholders and developing the Area Maritime
Security Committee for the Burlington, Vermont area, when it became part of Sector Northern
New England.  

Cady served in the Emergency Operations Center during the South Portland Weapons of Mass
Destruction exercise in April, 2005. He also served in the Incident Command Post structure
during the visit of Queen Mary 2 in 2004 and 2005. He was one of three key players to
develop the Auxiliary Response Plan for SNNE and testing the plan in a “call out” exercise in
2004 and in 2005. As part of the Team Coast Guard unit in the City of Portland Hero’s Parade,
in April 2005, Cady distributed America’s Waterway Watch materials to bystanders along the
parade route.

Since joining the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary in early 2004, Cady has earned the Auxiliary’s
Marine Safety Device (TRIDENT), with qualifications including Assistant Pollution Investigator,
Assistant Pollution Response, Assistant Facility Inspector, Assistant Facility Security Inspector
MTSA, Marine Safety Administrative and Management, and Commercial Fishing Vessel
Examiner. He was part of the team that identified those qualifications most sorely needed in
the greater Portland area, then developed the curriculum, and led the class sessions. He has
also won a number of U.S. Coast Guard and Auxiliary awards, including the Award of
Operational Merritt, and four Coast Guard Team Commendation awards.

In addition to his duties with the Portland Fire Department and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary,
Cady serves as a seasonal Deputy Harbormaster in Falmouth, Maine., and is a Special Deputy
U.S. Marshal. Cady and his wife, Heather, have two sons, Griffin and Marcus.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed, volunteer Component of Team Coast Guard
that assists the active duty Coast Guard in all of its varied missions, with the exception of
military and direct law enforcement. These men and women can be found on the nation's
waterways, in the air, in classrooms and on the dock, performing Maritime Domain Awareness
patrols, safety patrols, vessel safety checks and public education.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary was founded in 1939 by an Act of Congress as the U.S. Coast
Guard Reserve and re-designated as the Auxiliary in 1941. Its over 31,000 members donate



millions of hours annually in support of U.S. Coast Guard missions. For more information on
America’s Volunteer Lifesavers, visit our website at: www.cgaux.org or www.auxpa.org.
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RBS Specialist News

Click on the map to go to your district's update.

September 2006 Updates

FIRST COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Al Johnson, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(617) 223-8464 – phone
ajohnson@d1.uscg.mil

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island,
Vermont

Representatives from the First U.S. Coast Guard District; the Commander, U.S. Coast Guard
Sector Long Island Sound; and the Officer in Charge, U.S. Coast Guard Station Jones Beach
joined the Commissioner of New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Bernadette Castro, New York State Boating Law Administrator Brian Kempf, and local marine
law enforcement personnel to present two new patrol craft to the Nassau County Marine Patrol
at Station Jones Beach on Friday, September 8, 2006. Additional awards were presented and
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and United States Power Squadron members were recognized.

U.S. Coast Guard Station Castle Hill, Rhode Island, hosted a search and rescue demonstration
for area harbormasters and local paddlesport instructors on Monday, September 18, 2006.
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FIFTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Dennis Sens, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(757) 398-6204 – phone



Dennis.M.Sens@uscg.mil

Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of
Columbia

FIFTH DISTRICT RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY (RBS) UNIT AWARD WINNER
–From RADM L.L. Hereth, Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District

I am pleased to announce that Coast Guard Station Emerald Isle has been selected as the
recipient of the Fifth District Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Unit Award for calendar year
2005. The RBS Unit Award recognizes the Fifth District unit having the greatest positive impact
on recreational boating safety.

From January 1 to December 31, 2005, Coast Guard Station Emerald Isle demonstrated
superior performance and made outstanding contributions to recreational boating safety in the
areas of law enforcement, education, outreach, awareness, partnering, SAR, BUI prevention,
and marine events. Particularly noteworthy was the station’s very successful, proactive RBS
Boarding Program, which focused heavily on educating boaters during each of the over 600
boardings conducted. These efforts positively influenced the correction of discrepancies noted
on previous boardings, thereby enhancing boating safety and directly contributing to a marked
reduction in boating mishaps.

Their outreach to state and local law enforcement agencies was also superb. These
partnerships resulted in the prosecution of many boating while intoxicated cases. Throughout
the year, station personnel worked closely with members of the North Carolina Marine Patrol,
State Wildlife and Marine Fisheries, local police departments, U.S. Customs Agents, Secret
Service, and U.S. Marine Corp Air Station Cherry Point and Camp Lejeune and the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary to increase boater proficiency and safety in the region.

Keen competition for the RBS Unit Award was evident in the outstanding quality of the
nominations. Each of the units nominated for this award had a positive impact on recreational
boating safety. I highly commend stations Indian River, Manasquan Inlet, Cape May, and
Philadelphia for their exceptional efforts.
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SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Bruce R. Wright, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(305) 415-7057 - phone
bwright@d7.uscg.mil

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

The Discover Boating and Take Me Fishing Tour continues. The
last of three venues in Florida was St. Petersburg, where the tour
set up at Tropicana Field home of the Tampa Devil Rays. The
Tour continues its journey to Springfield, Massachusettes; Perry,
Georgia; and Knoxville, Tennessee. Log onto
www.takemefishing.org for the remaining tour schedule.

 

 

Pictured, from left to right: Carl Nelson - USCG Aux Flotilla 7-2, Scott Druschke - Discover
Boating, Kenneth Bell - USCG Aux Flotilla 7-2

Governor Sonny Perdue proclaimed Georgia Safe Boating
Week at the State Capitol on May 24, 2006. The Georgia
proclamation parallels efforts of National Safe Boating Week
activities throughout the United States. Governor Perdue
underscored the number of people who die each year in
boating-related accidents, stating, “The vast majority of
these accidents are brought about by human error or poor
judgment rather than boat, equipment, or environmental
factors.” A significant number of boaters who lost their lives
by drowning each year would be alive today if they had worn
life jackets. The Governor also proclaimed that knowledge and skills are important in reducing



human error and improving judgment in the case of such accidents.

Pictured with the Governor as he signed the Proclamation (left to right): Ed McGill – USCG Aux,
State Liaison Officer, Roy Crittenden – USCG Aux, Division 2 Captain, Lt. Col Jeff Weaver -
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Captain Mike England - Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, Cecil Christopher – USCG Aux Division 2 Vice Captain
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EIGHTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

Kevin Kelly, Chief, Recreational Boating Safety
(504) 589-6770 – phone
kkelly@d8.uscg.mil

Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
West Virginia, Wyoming

The 8th District Boating Safety & Security Team (BSST) coordinated operations with U.S. Coast
Guard Sector Upper Mississippi River and the Missouri State Water Patrol (MSWP) on Lake of
the Ozarks over the Labor Day weekend. Lake of the Ozarks is the single most dangerous body
of water in the entire 8th District. Based on 2004 statistics, 146 accidents occurred on the
Lake, while the next closest body of water – the entire length of the Mississippi River – had 46.
Lake of the Ozarks is known for it’s wild “Party Cove.”
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NINTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Frank Jennings, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(216) 902-6094 – phone
fjennings@d9.uscg.mil

Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin

The D9 RBS Specialist is working with state and federal agency partners to spearhead the first
Lake Erie-wide maritime law enforcement workshop. The one-day workshop is designed to
bring marine patrol representatives from U.S. and Canadian law enforcement, serving Lake
Erie, together for a full day of training and information exchange. It is scheduled to take place
on November 15, 2006.
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ELEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

Paul Newman, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(510) 437-5364 – phone 
pnewman@d11.uscg.mil

Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah

Invasive aquatic species claimed a life in August when a man in the Sacramento River Delta
became entangled in Egeria Densa, a thick, fast-growing plant that has overtaken much of the
Delta. The man had put on a life jacket and jumped from his boat to rescue his nephew, who
was entrapped in the growth. The man’s son – also wearing a life jacket – then jumped in to
rescue his father. Although the man was able to free his nephew, he himself became entangled
in the growth and was unable to free himself. His son and nephew both survived. 

Officers, Wardens and Rangers from Arizona, Nevada and the National Park Service had a busy
summer on the Colorado River, managing several checkpoints for Operating Under the
Influence (OUI). These dockside OUI checkpoints and roving “wolfpack” groups stop boaters to
check for safety gear and alcohol consumption. A typical afternoon nets about 180-200 boats
and usually results in around 3 to 9 arrests with around 35 percent of the operators admitting
to consuming alcohol while boating. Present at a recent OUI Checkpoint at Cottonwood Marina,
Nevada, was National Transportation Safety Board member Kitty Higgins and Bill Gossard,
NTSB’s boating safety expert.

Bill Gossard also addressed the two public hearings in California strongly urging the state to



create and pass mandatory boating safety education legislation. Ray Tsuneyoshi, Director of the
Department of Boating & Waterways, held the hearings to get stakeholder input on whether to
require mandatory boating safety education and, if so, what form that education should take.
Meetings were held in Los Angeles and Sacramento and included accident victims, as well as
representatives from yacht clubs, boat brokers, marina owners, harbormasters, law
enforcement, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, United States Power Squadrons® and the public.
California’s previous attempt to get mandatory education was vetoed in 1999 by then Governor
Gray Davis. Governor Schwarzenegger directed Tsuneyoshi to go to the public again to
determine whether now is the right time for such legislation.

TOP OF PAGE

FOURTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Kent Richards, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist 
(808) 541-2161 – phone
krichards@d14.uscg.mil

Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, Northern Marianas

Tropical storms and hurricane warnings still remind us how vulnerable we are, but good
weather mornings can lure the unprepared boater into afternoon storms. Prepare for inclement
weather conditions on each voyage in the event the weather turns bad. It's always better to be
prepared.

We have been fortunate during the past six months, with no fatalities occurring throughout the
district. The signs showing imminent tragedy, however, are appearing. We've seen several
cases recently of serious overloading of vessels, more vessels on the water have been found
with multiple safety violations, and people are still not wearing life jackets. Tragedy has not
gone fishing somewhere else. The truth is that everyone must conduct voyages well within the
envelope of safety, or tragedy will find us. Use intelligence and wisdom whenever you
disembark from shore, so that you can have a safe voyage each and every time.

Sure, it's better not to need to be rescued, but it's far worse to need to be rescued and not to
be found. Please make certain that you have a VHF radio, EPIRB, or both on board, that all
visual distress signals on board are unexpired, that there is a life jacket available for each
person, and that some responsible person on shore has your float plan. It's part of the
program called, "Take the Search out of Search and Rescue". Become a participant and find
out more. 

In addition, the U.S. Coast Guard is doing its part to “Take the Search Out of Search and
Rescue,” by developing its Rescue 21 advanced communications system. The new system will
allow U.S. Coast Guard personnel to respond faster to maritime emergencies, as the new
technology will include direction-finding equipment. The system is currently being implemented
in several communities across the United States, and is expected to be fully operational in all
areas by 2011.

The Fourteenth Coast Guard District will host a Boating Law Administrator's Workshop, October
25-27, 2006 in Honolulu at the district office. The Boating Law Administrators from American
Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and Hawaii will be in
attendance. The goals of the workshop are to improve boating safety through traditional and
innovative means, to promote the exchange of ideas, and enhance cooperation among those
who have boating safety as their goal. If any boater wishes to suggest a topic for discussion,
please call (808) 541-2161 and let us know what topic you would like discussed.
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SEVENTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Mike Folkerts, Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
(907) 463-2297 – phone
mfolkerts@cgalaska.uscg.mil

Alaska

The summer boating season is winding down in Alaska; it’s been a bit slow, mostly due to a
rainy summer and increasing fuel costs. There’s been a noticeable change in boater’s attitudes
in the Juneau area, according to one U.S. Coast Guard Station Juneau boarding officer. He



reports a much higher level of compliance with federal carriage requirements and credits the
change to the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s efforts in increasing the number of Vessel Safety
Checks, public education classes, and the ever-popular “Kids Don’t Float” program. The Juneau
Flotilla also received a grant from Princess Cruises and Tours to build life jacket loaner boxes
for the Juneau area harbors.

Another recent U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary initiative is the Southeast Alaska Road Show. Some
background: Southeast Alaska is a narrow strip of land along the northern Pacific coast
encompassing over 46,000 square miles of waterways and islands. Only three of the 32
communities here have road access, making boating safety outreach a logistical challenge. As
part of the “Road Show,” two U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary vessels, the Sota and Mary L,
traveled extensively throughout Southeast Alaska doing safety patrols, Vessel Safety Checks
and public education. Joined by local Juneau Flotilla vessels, there were nearly 3,000 nautical
miles logged for RBS outreach! Funding was augmented by a BoatU.S. grant for outreach
materials and a U.S. Coast Guard Women’s Association grant for RBS outreach.

Elsewhere in the state, boating safety efforts continued with Auxiliary, State and other partners
spreading the RBS message with classes, presentations and public service announcements.
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Upcoming Events

If you have an event you would like to highlight, please send it to
newsletter@uscgboating.org.

 

September

September 21-27, 2006 — Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Louisville, Kentucky. For more information, call 859.225.9487, or e-
mail info@nasbla.org

September 24, 2006 — General Membership Meeting, National Safe Boating Council (NSBC),
Louisville, Kentucky, www.safeboatingcouncil.org

November

November 1-3, 2006 — International BoatBuilders' Exhibition & Conference (IBEX), National
Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA), Miami, FL

September 2007

September 4-11, 2007— Annual Conference, National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), Burlington, Vermont. For more information, call 859.225.9487, or e-
mail info@nasbla.org

 

BOAT SHOWS
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