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A USCG C-130 maneuvers to drop a message block to a waiting facility. See Page 20 rhoto by Drew Wilson
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Auxiliarists hone their SAR skills at a recent OPTREX on California’s Shasta Lake.

Photo by Harry McBain BC-AHL.

Keeping an Ear
Out for Trouble

Flotilla 39 1INR uses Boat U.S. Foundation grant to improve
Channel 16 coverage on California’s remote Shasta Lake.

BY ED SWEENEY
DVC-AP

Shasta Lake is the largest man-made reser-
voir in California, and one of the most popular
with boaters.

Renowned throughout the west for its wide
variety of water-based recreational opportuni-
ties, Shasta Lake is home to more than 1,000
houseboats, as well as 11 marinas and a num-
ber of resorts, all of which rent boats to the
public, many of who are unfamiliar with the
lake’s finger-like geography.

With a surface area of 30,000 acres and 365
miles of shoreline (longer than California’s
San Francisco Bay), Shasta Lake has also had

the somewhat dubious honor of being one of
the most accident-riddled areas in California
for boaters.

In fact, two of the state’s 61 fatalities in 2003
occurred on Shasta Lake, and about 5 percent
of the total accidents in California occurred
there.

This situation is further complicated by the
fact that the lake, which is located in the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest north of
Redding, is somewhat remote. Most cell
phones have large gaps of coverage, if they
even work at all. There are also several moun-

See SHASTA PG. 4
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A USCG C-130 Makes a search and rescue demonstration above Lake Shasta while houseboat vacationers look on.

Photo by Flotilla 39 11NR

SHASTA

continued from page 3

tains surrounding the lake, which
often impeded VHF-FM communica-
tions.

For boaters having problems on the
lake, not being able to call for help was
a real potential danger. The solution?
Radio repeaters.

The project to install repeater sta-
tions to improve radio coverage at
Shasta Lake was the brainchild of
members of U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla 39 11NR based in
Redding.

The first of three repeater stations
— part of a three-phase radio repeater
system designed to improve coverage
for boaters relying on VHF-FM radios
to make distress calls on Shasta Lake
— became officially operational in the
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summer of 2004.

Dedication ceremonies for the first
repeater station were held July 2004 at
the Bridge Bay Resort and Marina. In
attendance were CAPT Jeff Pettit,
Commanding Officer U.S. Coast
Guard Group Humboldt; CWO4 Chuck
Kemnitz Operations Training Officer,
IPNAVCO-P Gail Ramsey; Ray
Tsuneyoshi, Director, California
Department of Boating & Waterways;
Don Enos, VCP; and Deputy Sheriff
Mark Jenkins, Shasta County Sheriff’s
department.

This first repeater system provides
coverage in the Sacramento River arm
and about a third of the main body of
the lake. The second and third phase
of the project will include the installa-
tion of additional repeater stations pro-
viding coverage in the McCloud and
Pitt River arms of the lake.

“The other two repeater stations will
be installed when we are able to raise
the money to buy them,” said Dan
Weggeland, ADSO-PAS 11NR. The
flotilla does not yet have a firm time-
line as to when those two phases of the
project will be complete.

When all three repeater stations are
operational, boaters will have reliable
Channel 16 coverage for hailing and
distress calls on more than 95 percent
of the entire lake, Weggeland said.

The project has been on the drawing
board for the past several years,
Weggeland said.

“Raising the money for a repeater
station — which costs between $8,000
and $9,000 — then finding a suitable
location and obtaining the necessary
permits to install the station takes a lot
of time,” he said.

Earlier in 2004, Flotilla 39 received a




Auxiliarists and Coast Guard personnel put on a SAR demonstration as part of
the radio commissioning ceremony. rhoto by Fiotilla 39 11NR

$4,850 grant from the Boat U.S.
Foundation for Recreational Boating
Safety to help fund the installation of the
first repeater station.

This grant, coupled with a donation of
an additional $3,000 from the Lake
Shasta Boat Owners Association — a
group representing private houseboat
owners on the lake — enabled them to
get the first phase of the project up and
functioning.

“We knew there was a problem and
after working with some engineers, we
knew what needed to be done to fix the
problem,” said Charlie Duncan, past
flotilla commander 39 11NR. “Between
the BoatU.S. Grant and the funds from
the Lake Shasta Boat Owners
Association, we were able to make the
first phase of this project a reality.”

With volunteer assistance from two
local Redding telecommunications engi-
neers —Jim McKeown from Repco
Communications and Jim Bremer from
Regent Broadcasting — the station was
installed on an existing U.S. Forest
Service tower near Bridge Bay. “We
could not have done it without them, or
without the support of the U.S. Forest
service and other local agencies,”
Weggeland said.

“Unless a boater knows about the
repeater system, they won’t even know
they are operating on a repeater,”
Weggeland said.

“Now our job will be to inform the
public about the benefits of using VHF-
FM marine radios for emergency com-
munications,” said Meinert Toberer,
flotilla commander. &
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Change and
Continuity

We will stand side-by-side with the
Coast Guard — Semper Paratus —
ready to answer the call of the Nation.

This is my first article in the
Navigator as your National
Commodore.

In the coming issues I will be shar-
ing many specific ideas on the future
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary and what
we collectively need to do to prepare
for and manage this future.

In this first article | want to let you
know more about the concept of
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)
and to share some philosophical per-
spectives on change and continuity.

Change and continuity is a recurring
theme associated with leadership tran-
sitions in the Coast Guard:

« When Admiral James M. Loy
became Commandant he stated, “A
change of command, even at the
Commandant level, is as much about
continuity as it is about change. The
Coast Guard has undergone signifi-
cant change over the past few years.

“We all welcome the leadership chal-
lenge that comes with such times.
However, we must also recognize the
need to preserve the things that rep-
resent stability — constants like our
core values of honor, respect and
devotion to duty.”

« Admiral Thomas H. Collins, our
present Commandant, marked the
first anniversary of the U. S. Coast
Guard’s realignment under the
Department of Homeland Security
by noting, “The dual threads of
change and continuity are woven
into the fabric of the Coast Guard’s
performance of today’s missions
and its anticipation of tomorrow’s.
On the one hand, the changes that

the Coast Guard is experiencing
today are of epic proportions by
any measure.

“The Coast Guard must lead that
change — to seize its opportunities
by transforming itself so as to be
ready to address tomorrow’s chal-
lenges. At the same time, we in the
Coast Guard must implement
transformation initiatives within a
framework that allows us to hold
fast to the core characteristics and
values — honor, respect, and devo-
tion to duty — that have defined
the very essence and success of
our service to the nation through-
out our history and will continue to
do so in the future.”

Impetus for change

The terrorist attack on our nation on
Sept. 11, 2001, substantially altered the
national security environment and, in
turn, spurred fundamental changes in
the organization, roles, and missions of
the Coast Guard.

Just as the Coast Guard charts a new
course, so too must the Auxiliary if we
are to provide not only a continuation
of the superior level of service that
dates back 65 years, but also a bold
enhancement of that service to include
an entirely new set of actions and
directions in support of America’s
Maritime Homeland Security.

Maritime Domain
Awareness

One of the major post-9/11 changes
affecting the Coast Guard is the need
to increase Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA). MDA has been
defined as “the effective knowledge of



all activities associated with the global mar-
itime environment that could impact the
security, safety, economy, or environment
of the United States.”

To recognize and reduce vulnerabilities
of U.S. ports and waterways, the Coast
Guard has assumed a leadership role in an
interagency approach for establishing
MDA.

MDA entails the development and use of
accurate information, intelligence, and
knowledge of vessels, cargo, crews, and
passengers. MDA is designed to enhance
our security through collaborative efforts
with international partners to identify and
counter security risks before they reach
U.S. ports.

Jeffrey P. High, Director of Maritime
Domain Awareness, USCG, testified in
Congressional hearings, “Building a nation-
al MDA capabilities requires both a
process and a system. In the most funda-
mental terms, the MDA process consists of
receiving maritime data, information, and
intelligence, both classified and unclassi-
fied; fusing, correlating, analyzing, and
interpreting the collected material; and dis-
seminating effective assessments, action-
able intelligence, and relevant knowledge
to appropriate federal, state, local, private,
and international stakeholders in a usable
format ... The system includes cooperation
and information exchange with and among
the public, private and commercial sectors
at all levels.”

Future Auxiliary role

How do we fit into the MDA program?
The Auxiliary leadership is developing an
integrated plan to transform the Auxiliary
from an organization solely concerned with
maritime safety to one that gives added
attention to maritime security.

Using the Auxiliary’s Operation Patriot
Readiness Phase 11l Program as the nucle-
us, the Auxiliary has begun building an
MDA capability.

To help spearhead this effort we have
created a new position within the Auxiliary,
the National Director for Maritime Domain
Awareness, which reports directly to me.
The new MDA director, John VanOsdol,
will work closely with his Coast Guard
counterpart and our leadership to identify
and develop specific Auxiliary programs
and activities in support of increased MDA.

We plan to effect a balanced transforma-

tion between MDA and our traditional boat-

ing safety missions. The future will witness
a fusion of safety and security missions for
the Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary welcomes the new oppor-
tunities to support the Coast Guard and
will do whatever is necessary to shoulder a
larger role in MDA. At the same time we
will not abandon our shared responsibility
with the Coast Guard to promote and
enhance recreational boating safety. We
will continue to support this objective
through our boating safety courses, vessel
safety checks, chart updating, aids verifica-
tion, marine safety, and search and rescue
activities.

These cornerstone activities are worth-
while missions, help provide funds to all
levels of the Auxiliary, and are the major
sources of new members. One of our con-
tinuing challenges in the coming years will
be to maintain the appropriate balance
between our new opportunities and these
traditional missions.

Continuity

If the need for change is obvious, why do
we also speak of continuity? The core val-
ues of both the Coast Guard and the
Auxiliary — honor, respect, and devotion
to duty — are our fundamental strengths.
These and related attributes — profession-
alism, accountability, and commitment —
are the foundation of our continued suc-
cess.

It is essential for us to align our organiza-
tional strategies with these core values as
we chart a course for the future. We owe a
debt of gratitude to our past leaders who
held fast to these core values and acknowl-
edge a responsibility to do the same so that
future leaders can also capitalize on these
strengths.

It is also essential to continue to be peo-
ple-centered and maintain our efforts to
recruit and retain members. As our MDA
programs and activities take shape, we will
redouble our efforts to explain these
changes, show why these are necessary,
and how our members can contribute to
and benefit from “the new Auxiliary.”

In the coming months the Auxiliary will
become decidedly more aggressive and
focused — this is by design. We recognize
the challenges ahead and share the Coast
Guard'’s sense of urgency in meeting these
challenges. We will stand side-by-side with
the Coast Guard — Semper Paratus —
ready to answer the call of the Nation.

NAVIGATOR - Winter 2004-2005 - 7
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What the
Future Holds

We can no longer do business as usual,
but rather we must continue to adjust as our
Auxiliary environment changes.

On assuming the office of National
Area Commodore, Atlantic — West, |
was immediately, along with the
other members of the National
Executive Committee (NEXCOM)),
plunged into a series of meetings to
prepare ourselves for the ensuing
years with Coast Guard briefings, the
fall National Area Planning Meetings
and the All Flags workshop.

Looking forward from what |
learned at those briefings, | under-
stand how we Auxiliarists have the
opportunity to become more active
— and play a decisive role — in the
planning, participation and direction
of our group in the coming years.
Gene Seibert, our National
Commodore, presented to the All
Flag workshop our business plan,
organizational direction and role in
Marine Domain Awareness (MDA).

Auxiliary districts will be asked to
develop their own business plans in
conjunction with the national busi-
ness plan and your Coast Guard dis-
trict commander’s plan.

They will provide direction,
involvement and a partnership with

your district commander in charting
a course for the ensuing years and
will become the blueprints for engag-
ing and balancing Recreational
Boating Safety (RBS) missions with
MDA activities. They will be living,
breathing documents that can be
shaped to meet the needs of both the
Coast Guard and Auxiliary whenever
they are affected by local factors.

To satisfy the requirement of a bal-
ance between RBS and MDA, the
delivery of MDA material can use the
same delivery methods as those used
for safe boating literature. This
means utilizing Program Visitors
(PVs), Public Education classes, and
Vessel Safety Checks (VSCs) to intro-
duce the Waterway Watch program
and distribution of the brochures at
these various program events.

Commodore Seibert’'s watchwords
are, “Ready, Responsive and
Resolute” and all three can be applied
in balancing our traditional roles with
our ever-changing roles of MDA.

We can no longer do business as
usual, but rather we must continue
to adjust as our Auxiliary environ-



ment changes. We can make this
happen by availing ourselves to posi-
tions of our interest and selecting an
area we prefer, rather than being all-
inclusive. By using this approach, we
become Ready, Responsive and
Resolute in the selected program.
This approach, perhaps, will be an
impetus for members who have been
active since their enrollment to
remain involved.

As Auxiliarists, we need to
strengthen our roles as mentors to
the new enrollee and be available to
provide sound direction. We can
achieve growth and organizational
viability by bringing to the surface
our experience as participants in a
chosen field.

We need to continue forming part-
nerships with other organizations
that are similar to ours and that also
provide MDA services.

As we become more involved in
the planning and implementation of
Coast Guard programs, our roles will
become increasingly more security-
oriented. We will have met a security
challenge on completion of the

Personnel Security Investigations
process and will be able to proceed
forward in security-sensitive issues
and programs.

The success of enabling our
Auxiliary to maintain its viability and
grow depends on many things.

These “needs” come in the form of
materials for operations, VSCs, the
aviation program, PVs and all of the
other programs provided by the
National departments.

“Needs” are the continuation of
our ability to have national training
for district staff officers, our divi-
sions and our flotillas. “Needs” are
remaining the premier boating safety
organization and expansion of our
involvement in MDA.

In order to meet these “needs” we
must continue to grow our member-
ship and increase our financial
soundness.

I look forward to the next two
years as a member of your NEX-
COM, primarily representing the 8th
and 9th Districts, but looking out for
all Auxiliarists.

Semper Paratus.

NAVIGATOR - Winter 2004-2005 - 9
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Public

Involvement —
An Urgent Need

The Coast Guard Auxiliary has
more opportunities or taskings than
any one organization should have to
contend with.

Over the past year we have wrestled
with the question of what priority
takes precedence and where should
we expend our energies.

Is our primary mission homeland
security, or is it recreational boating
safety? Should we devote more time to
direct Coast Guard support, or inde-
pendent Coast Guard Auxiliary mis-
sions? | think most members feel the
various demands are mutually sup-
portive but it is not always clear where
various contributions stack up in order
of importance.

The National Commodore has clari-
fied the situation by redefining the
mission of the Coast Guard Auxiliary
as follows: “The overarching mission
of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is
to contribute to the safety and security
of our citizens, ports, waterways and
coastal regions.”

With a focus on safety and security,
all that we do contributes to the over-
all mission.

10 - Winter 2004-2005 - NAVIGATOR

Direct Coast Guard support usually
provides a direct contribution to secu-
rity. In addition, when we are doing
patrols this support also contributes to
public safety.

When we teach a boating safety
class we provide direct emphasis to
public safety. We also make a contribu-
tion to security by reducing the stu-
dents’ likelihood of becoming a SAR
case. Further, we train the boating
safety students to be eyes and ears on
the water through the Waterway
Watch program.

With the focus on safety and securi-
ty, all that we do fits into one large fab-
ric of compatible tasks and missions.

Even better news is that there are
areas that in which each and every
member can make some kind of con-
tribution. In terms of where members
should apply efforts, there is plenty of
give and take based on what is hap-
pening around us.

In times of heightened security risk
levels we can shift our efforts more to
direct support. In calmer times we can
devote more time to public safety
though safety classes, vessel safety



checks and the visitation program.

Notice that I did not label safety
classes as public education, even
though that is the formal name of our
program. Fact is that all of our interac-
tions with the public should now be
directed to both safety and security
issues.

We should always convey the mes-
sage that safety contributes to home-
land security efforts, and security
efforts contribute to a safe boating
environment. Through these efforts
we should constantly enroll members
of the public into areas where they can
make contributions to homeland secu-
rity or boating safety.

Of course, one of the better ways to
accomplish this is to enroll folks in the
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

In addition to the demands for our
time we also need to recognize the
current strain on finances, both Coast
Guard Auxiliary and the Coast Guard.
Due to high demand usage, Coast
Guard assets — both water and air —
are wearing out at accelerated rates.

Not only does the Coast Guard need
to replace existing assets, the service

needs to add newer technologies to
meet expanding requirements. Due to
attrition, some attributed to personnel
security requirements; the Coast
Guard Auxiliary has experienced a
drain on funds needed to operate the
organization.

To meet these challenges we contin-
ue to seek support from the business
and private sectors to fund what we
do. For example, our vessel safety
check decals are donated by a com-
mercial firm. Also, we receive some
support for public education efforts
from publishing or printing firms. In
the not too distant future we may need
outside support for the visitation pro-
gram.

We are in tough and challenging
times.

To continue as a viable contributor
to public safety and homeland security
we have to bring together the efforts
of our members and contributions
from outside benefactors. Enrolling
new members and utilizing outside
funding support will expand our capa-
bilities to provide for maritime safety
and security.

NAVIGATOR - Winter 2004-2005-11
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An Auxiliarist uses a brush to clean the glass on top Point Cabrillo Lighthouse. ai photos by Bruce Rogerson
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A Long Tradition Continues
In California As Auxiliarists Assume
Role of Modern Lightkeepers

BY BRUCE ROGERSON
VFC 87,D 11 NR

Until the early 1970s, lighthouses stood for over 100
years as aids to navigation, protecting our ships from
America’s rocky shorelines. But new technology elim-
inated the need for the old-time lightkeepers, known
as “wickies,” who kept the oil lamps full and lamp
wicks trimmed.

The technology resulted in the shutdown of many
light stations operated by the U.S. Coast Guard whose
personnel were charged with the duty of keeping the
“lights” burning after 1937.

Point Cabrillo Lighthouse, located on northern
California’s rocky and treacherous Mendocino Coast,
was among those mothballed 30 years ago to make
way for automated beacons and modern navigation.

The year 1999, however, marked the emergence of
a new breed of modern lightkeeper.

That was the year U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary,
Flotilla 87, located 150 miles north of San Francisco,
accepted a unique Coast Guard mission to maintain
the restored Point Cabrillo Lighthouse as a Federal
Aid to Navigation (ATON).

This is the story of Point Cabrillo’s restoration and
Flotilla 87's unique mission — so far not duplicated
elsewhere in the U.S.

A New Breed of Lightkeeper

Each week, two to five (of a dozen) trained
Auxiliarists report for ATON duty at the Point Cabrillo
Lighthouse, inspecting, maintaining, and cleaning the
The Point Cabrillo Lighthouse, located on northern
California's rocky coast, was established in 1909.
SEE LIGHTHOUSE rG. 14 Photo by Bruce Lewis
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LIGHTHOUSE

continued from page 13

lantern room glass inside and out.

One Friday per month, they shut the
lens down to polish the prisms and
shine the brass of the British-built, 95-
year-old classical Fresnel lens. On a
clear night, a 1,000-watt light bulb,
aided by the sparkling lens prisms,
projects a beam visible 14 miles out to
sea.

Accepting A New Mission

“Despite an [already] active mission
schedule, including boating safety on a
local lake and vessel inspections in
nearby Noyo Harbor, the local flotilla
was struggling to attract members,”
explained Ron Eich, flotilla command-
er.

That's when Point Cabrillo
Lighthouse entered the picture.

“Arrangements were made with the
Coast Guard so that the Auxiliary,
properly trained, could maintain Point
Cabrillo,” Eich said. “With this new
mission the flotilla was able to recruit a
large group of new members.”

The success of the flotilla’s light-
house work recently has led to the
broader mission of maintaining nearby
minor aids, according to Eich. In doing
so, Flotilla 87 provides support, work-
ing under the direction of the Coast
Guard ATN team at Humboldt Bay
located three hours north.

“By handling routine maintenance
and responding to emergency situa-
tions, we can save ATN Humboldt pre-
cious time and money that would oth-
erwise be taken away from their many
other homeland security missions,”
Eich noted.

Reviving A Federal Aid
Decommissioned by the Coast
Guard in 1972 after the new technolo-
gy provided a less expensive alterna-
tive to the antique Fresnel lenses,
Point Cabrillo lay fallow for 27 years.
In 1999, after major restoration work
led by the Coast Guard, Point Cabrillo
was re-commissioned as a Federal Aid
To Navigation. Its job once again was
to protect local fishing fleets, interna-
tional merchant marine and cruise
ships that occasionally report system
failures and rely on the lighthouse to
verify their location (indicated on all

14 - Winter 2004-2005 - NAVIGATOR

Pam Hurst, FSO-AN, sits inside the lens in order to clean some of the brass

parts. Photo by Bruce Rogerson

navigation maps with a notation about
its 10-second flash signature).

A Labor of Love

It is a typical summer morning on
the Mendocino Coast, three miles
north of the town of Mendocino where
the long-running popular television
series “Murder She Wrote” trans-
formed the tiny village into Cabot
Cove, Maine. The fog is burning off as
the sun climbs above the horizon; the
piping call of a pair of Pacific Oyster
Catchers cuts over the muffled roar of
the surf on the reef below the bluff at
Point Cabrillo.

On the lantern room balcony, four
blue-clad members of Flotilla 87 are
assembling their equipment for an
important day’s work; work platforms,
tools, mops, buckets, and cleaning

materials. It is major maintenance day
at the Point Cabrillo Lighthouse.

“I'm proud to be a modern lightkeep-
er,” said Doug Pohlson, FSO-OP. “With
the brilliant brass Fresnel lens mounts
and golden color of the crystal lens,
ATON duty is pure joy.”

Jim Kimbrell, FSO-FN, echoed
Pohlson’s enthusiasm: “I feel like I'm
working on a national treasure.”

The lighthouse was established in
1909 as an aid to navigation at the
height of the coastal lumber trade on
the north coast of California. The origi-
nal British-built Fresnel lens provided
a beacon for seafarers from 1909 until
1972 when the lens was decommis-
sioned. It was replaced by a DCB
Beacon as part of the Coast Guard
automation program for lighthouses.
The lens sat unused, gathering dust




Auxiliary member Tom Dolan pays special attention to the lighthouse glass.

Photo by Bruce Rogerson

under an old canvas cover for the next
27 years.

During the late 1980s and early ‘90s,
the California Coastal Conservancy,
with the encouragement and support
of the local communities, acquired the
land surrounding the Federal
Lighthouse property to form the Point
Cabrillo Preserve, ensuring public
access to this stretch of coastline for
posterity.

In 1991 the Coastal Conservancy
negotiated a unique land swap with the
USCG, where by the Coast Guard
received land with housing for Station
Noyo personnel and their families in
near-by Fort Bragg, in return for the
Lighthouse property at Point Cabrillo.

Over the next several years, the
Coastal Conservancy, through a non-
profit organization, the North Coast

Interpretive Association, developed
ambitious plans to restore the light-
house buildings and the Fresnel lens
to their original working condition.
After extensive research by the
NCIA staff and local volunteers, work

commenced in the fall of 1998 in coop-

eration with the USCG ATON staff.
The Fresnel lens was painstakingly
dismantled — panel by panel — and
restored to its former glory of shining
brass work and flashing glass prisms
by a team of volunteers who put in
hundreds of hours of labor. At the
same time the complete lantern room
was removed from the tower by crane

and extensively renovated and repaint-

ed.

A Stumbling Block

During this process, negotiations

were continuing between the NCIA
and the USCG to permit the beautiful
Fresnel lens to assume its original role
as the official navigation aid at Point
Cabirillo, replacing the automated bea-
con mounted on the lighthouse roof.

The stumbling block to this plan was
that the USCG no longer had the per-
sonnel — or the budget — to maintain
an active Fresnel lens, which requires
lots of loving care and attention. As a
Federal Aid to Navigation, the light
had to be maintained by a duly author-
ized federal agency.

The solution to the impasse was the
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

An agreement was worked out
between the NCIA and the Coast
Guard whereby a number of local vol-
unteers would join the Coast Guard
Aukxiliary to care for the lens. Over the
past four years, more than 20 volun-
teers have gone through the required
Auxiliary training and become mem-
bers of Flotilla 87, Unit No. 11N-08-07,
Mendocino County.

On June 10, 1999, approximately 90
years from the day of its original illumi-
nation, Point Cabrillo Lighthouse
began projecting its 10-second charac-
teristic light, providing a welcome bea-
con for local boaters 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Under the direc-
tion of Pam Hurst, FSO-AN, “who truly
sees this as a labor of love,” the
Aukxiliarists perform the essential
weekly and monthly maintenance on
the lens and lantern room.

“I was honored being part of the
two-year effort to restore the lens,”
said Harold Hauck, FSO-IS. “I continue
to get great satisfaction participating in
our flotilla’s ATON mission that keeps
this historical light shining.”

Certainly the job of the new light-
keepers is less taxing than those who
originally manned Point Cabrillo in the
early 20th Century. Those “Wickies,”
as one of their primary duties, had to
keep the oil lamps trimmed and fueled
as the source of light magnified by the
Fresnel lens, carrying oil up the stairs.

Nevertheless, the modern-day keep-
ers of Point Cabrillo are proud to main-
tain the original lightkeepers tradition,
with the assistance of electricity. They
are protecting an important part of
maritime history and showing honor,
respect, and devotion to duty in a
unique fashion.
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BUI

continued from page 17

lize a standard boat crew, and often
augmented the duty section with a sec-
ond boat crew made up from the
Command Cadre.

However, it was quickly recognized
that these law enforcement patrols,
while extremely productive, put the unit
past fatigue limits. Further, only four
nights of heavy enforcement would not
be as effective as continuous patrols
throughout the summer. There was no
relief section or available boat crew to
call to cover the search and rescue
response during the following morning.

The answer was found with the
established close working relationship
with the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Wilmette Station is regularly support-
ed by crews from Divisions Il and 111 of

9WR, with members from four other
divisions frequently adding their sup-
port. The first request went out for a
resource to be available for B-0 SAR
standby during the weekend morning
hours, while the active duty crews were
recovering from their late-night opera-
tions.

Two 24-foot aluminum patrol boats
have been donated for Auxiliarists to
operate at this unit, and these boats are
routinely scheduled for afternoon safe-
ty patrols. One crew each day was
asked to arrive early for standby at the
station, and then conduct their sched-
uled safety patrol if no SAR developed
early. This gave the unit a SAR
resource if needed, without disturbing
the potential for two-boat training and
actively interfacing with the boating
public during the heavier afternoon
boating period.

The Auxiliary gave additional sup-
port by providing regular patrols for
the fireworks at Navy Pier. Although
these marine events were assigned to
Calumet Harbor Station, the safety
zone around the fireworks barge was
jointly patrolled by Calumet Harbor
and Wilmette Harbor units, Chicago
Police Marine Units, and Auxiliary
patrol vessels.

Auxiliary patrols from Wilmette were
scheduled for every fireworks patrol,
and often were the only Coast Guard
representation at the event when active
duty boats were diverted to law
enforcement missions.

John Rogers, a member of Flotilla 10-
8 who joined after 9/11/01, observed,
“The level of cooperation between the
Wilmette Harbor active duty and the
Auxiliary is among the highest I've
seen. Itis a real treat to be a part of

Rick Tamraz (foreground) of Flotilla 2-12 and Rick Polad of
Flotilla 7-9 practice alongside towing. rroto by Jeremiah Coughiin, Fiotilla 7-2

CGAUX PI-SAR and crewmembers on patrol off Navy Pier, Chicago.

Photo by Rick Polad, Flotilla 7-9
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Station Wilmette's operations ... espe-
cially when we hear how much our
efforts are appreciated.” Without the
dedication of the fireworks patrol
crews, many productive boardings
would have been missed while the
active duty boats protected the fire-
works spectators.

As the season developed, the station
was tasked with more challenges. The

resources of the unit were strained fur-

ther, as personnel were detached from
the already-small unit to perform law
enforcement patrols in the Boundary
Waters of Minnesota.

Two Auxiliarists who were qualified
for communications watch began
accepting the morning watches follow-
ing law enforcement patrols. This freed
another active duty crew member for
boarding operations on law enforce-
ment patrols, and this frequently was

the difference whether one or two boats
were underway throughout the night.

BMC Mark Stevens, Officer in
Charge, commenting on the benefit of
the combined operations, noted, “One
boat we terminated had four children
and five intoxicated adults on board.
It's scary to think what the results of
that voyage could have been.”

When weather conditions were not
conducive for law enforcement patrols,
the active duty was careful to de-alert
the Auxiliary standby forces. They rec-
ognized that, by being considerate to
the Auxiliarists who were putting in
extra hours for their benefit, the work-
ing relationship would remain strong.
They reserved the extra efforts for the
days that counted toward law enforce-
ment, without abusing the offers on
days that did not need it.

The cooperation between the active

duty and Auxiliary ran both ways. For
two major regatta patrols, active duty
members volunteered to sacrifice their
liberty time to crew on Auxiliary facili-
ties that otherwise could not have
taken orders.

On one of these patrols, a steering
bracket broke off during the patrol.
MK3 Jeremy Stock, who had volun-
teered to crew on the facility that broke
down, brought his welding equipment
to the scene and performed the repairs
necessary to return the facility to oper-
ational status.

As evidence to the success of this
relationship, Station Wilmette Harbor
ended FY2004 with 72 BUI boardings
— the highest total for any station in
the country — out of a total of 503
boardings. The Auxiliarists of Ninth
Western Region share their pride in a
job well done.

CGAUX PI-SAR
242039 stands
ready just off
Chicago's famed
Navy Pier. photo by Rick
Polad, Fiotilla 7-9
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Hands-On
Learning

A group of enthusiastic Cape
Hatteras high school students
enjoy a day practicing safe
boating skills and seamanship.

BY STEVE LEWIS
Flotilla 16-07

The weather on this Oct. 26, 2004 morning was typical for
the Outer Banks — sunny and breezy. This was going to be
a perfect day to conduct on-the-water training for a group of
North Carolina high school juniors and seniors who were
boating enthusiasts.

Eleven students from Cape Hatteras High School were
taking a boating safety course centered on the Coast Guard
Auxiliary Boating Skills and Seamanship course. The class-
es were being taught by the Coast Guard and the Outer
Banks Auxiliary Flotilla 16-07. The class met every day for
one and one half hours and the students received one hour
of credit upon completion.

To help generate enthusiasm in support of safe boating,
and to let the students practice what they were learning,
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 16-07 invited the 11 students
to Colington Harbor for a day of “hands on” learning.

Their day began with a 0900 arrival, followed by introduc-
tions, briefings and on-the-water teaching using five 16-07
facilities. The morning class consisted of proper pre-under-
way briefings, casting off lines, radio usage, overtaking and
crossing drills, man overboard drills and docking. Each stu-
dent participated in demonstrating his knowledge during
each drill.

The facility returned to the dock around 1130 where the
students had a chance to practice their charting skills. They
were given the task of charting courses for the afternoon
activities. It was quite interesting to watch their efforts as
there seemed to be a great deal of competition among the
plotters to get it right and precise the first time.

In the end everyone came up with the correct courses
and was anxious to put their efforts to the test. But, first it
was time to eat.

Some of the Auxiliarists who did not participate in the on-
the-water exercises were gracious enough to prepare a
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Two Cape Hatteras High School students practice their charting .

lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs, coleslaw, potato chips,
beans and brownies for all.

The Outer Banks photographer of the Virginian Pilot,
Drew Wilson, and Greenville television station WITN
reporter Aaron Tuell were along for the afternoon activities.
Both accepted an invitation and expressed a desire to be
included in this event and did an outstanding job of docu-
menting and covering the events of the day.

Wilson captured some great pictures and Tuell spent



