














81

[n November 2002, T.O.W.AR.F. was once again involved in the annual Oakville
Santa Claus Parade. This was to become a yearly occurrence for T.O.W.AR.F., and the
members were once again enthusiastic and delighted to be a part of this legendary
tradition.

r Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. in parade for the second year —]




In March 2003, the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary celebrated its twenty-fifth
anniversary in Kingston, Ontario.

Harry Strong, Chief Executive Officer of the C.C.G.A., was presented the Order of
Canada Award, by Her Excellency The Right Honourable Adriennne Clarkson, Governer
General of Canada.

“Harry Strong’s voluntarism is marked by a selfless dedication to saving lives. For
more than 20 years, this businessman has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to
the local, national and international search and rescue communities. Having serviced in
various leadership positions with the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary, he is currently
its Chief Executive Officer. In this role, he is responsible for planning, training and
establishing programmes for boating safety and has been instrwmental in earning for the
C.C.G.A., an outstanding reputation as one of the best life saving operations in Canada.”

Founder of T.O.W.A.R.F., Fred Oliver was also honored with a plague in recognition
of his forty-nine years of loyalty and dedication. On his plaque is the following
description which aptly describes the man and his motives:

“As the compass gives guidance to rescuers, so do certain visionary persons give
direction to our lives by their example.”

Photograph of Fred Oliver with recognition plaque
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[t was once again time for the T.O.W. AR.F. unit to show its many skills and
attributes when they represented the Central and Arctic District 2 division at Kingston,
Ontario in the annual Regional S.A.R. Games on August 9, 2003.

The energetic team of Dave Elliott (team leader), Rick Bee, Grant Harmsworth and
lan Hollidge gave it their all in the gruelling eight hour competition. They placed slightly
below the win/place/show category with only a spread of sixty points separating the top
five teams.

The competition was very close and any one event could have made or broken a
team’s chances. Don Limoges, Regional Training Director, opened the competition and
upon doing so, stated that the competitors would be worked extremely hard.

Photograph of T.0.W.A.R.F.’s competitors in the
Regional Search and Rescue Games

From left to right: Rick Bee, lan Hollidge, Grant Harmsworth, Dave Elliott (team
captain)
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While certain T.OW.ARVF. members were busy at Kingston competing in the
Regional S.A.R. Games, another member has his mind on other matters.

Acting Captain John Miller and his beautiful bride, Alison, exchanged wedding vows
on the same day. The handsome couple posed proudly on the deck of the TO.W.ARF.
rescue boat, while looking forward to their reception at the Oakville Yacht Club. Later in
the evening, to the delight of many guests, the T.O.W.A R.F. rescue vessel was on the
scene. Captain Meghan Pond and Crew 8 members saluted their newly married crew
member and his bride.

lﬁ Mr. and Mrs. John Milier on their wedding day
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On August 29, 2003, T.O.W.ARF. was again participating in an exhilarating event
which captured the hearts of many, particularly World War IT navy veterans. The famous
World War 11 battleship, the HM.C.S. Haida, made its last venture.

T.OW.ARF, GAMR.U, (Grimsby) and Hamilton Beach (Hamilton) rescue boats
performed crowd control duties ensuring that no private boaters interfered with the
towing of the Haida to the Hamilton Harbour from Port Weller, St, Catharines.

It was a spectacular sight with crowds of onlookers lining the piers and the lift bridge
in anticipation of the Haida’s arrival. T.O.W_AR.F. assisted in performing escort duties
into the harbour running alongside the Haida. The Haida will be permanently docked at
Pier 9 of the Hamilton Harbour and used as a museum, offering a wealth of knowledge
and history.

Photograph of the Haida T




86

During the Haida celebration, a docked boater was aghast when his craft caught on
fire, engulfing him in smoke. T.O.W.AR.F., Hamilton Beach and the Halton Marine
Police quickly raced their boats to the scene and within minutes had extinguished the fire
and calmed the distressed boater. Peter Bax of Hamilton Beach captured the following
photograph of the fiasco. No injuries were sustained.

Photograph of rescue units on the scene
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In September 2003, the Coastwatchers Programme reestablished itself in cooperation
with the Canadian Coast Guard, the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary, the R.C.M.P, the
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (J.R.C.C.), 911 and the Halton Regional Police. Under
the guidance of Chairperson Les Flom and members Carol Carter, Bob De Athe, Dave
Elliott, Keith Jeffries and Gunter Pfenning, eighteen volunteer members were recruited to
actively watch the lake for any incident to report immediately. Currently, T.O.W. AR.F.
has full coverage of the Oakville waterfront stretching east to the St. Lawrence Cement
pier and west to the Shell Refinery pier.

[ Photograph of Coastwaichers volunteers J
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On November 22, 2003, another T.O.W A R.F. tradition continued as they once again
participated in the annual Oakville Santa Claus parade. The infamous Putka, the
Canadian Coast Guard’s mascot, was on hand delighting many children and adults with
his humourous antics and enthusiasm.

Photograph of T.O.W.A R.F. in parade for the third year
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Meanwhile back at T.O.W.AR.F. hcadquarters, it is business as usual with search and
rescue missions being carried out and the many committees diligently performing their
duties.

T.O.W.AR.F.’s public relations committee is to be commended on the many events
and activities they plan throughout the entirety of the year. The committee was founded
in the fall of 2000 and works tirelessly in the promotion and enhancement of
T.OW.ARF.

T.O.W.A R.F. actively participates each year in mall shows, Fire Prevention Week (in
conjunction with the Oakville Fire Department), the Oakville Boating Symposium, local
boat shows, facility tours (Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts, Brownies, Girl Guides, etc.), the
Santa Claus Parade, the Oakville Festival (boating and awareness displays), and
continues to do boating safety inspections free of charge.

In order 10 keep the organization of T.O.W.A.R.F. running proficiently and effectively
at all times, many other committees are busy year round ensuring precision in all areas of
T.OW.ARF s operation. These committees include: Public Relations, Boat and
Equipment, Membership, Buildings and Grounds, Communications and Electronics,
Website and Lifeline, Coastwatchers, Captains and Acting Captains and the Fiftieth
Anniversary.

The T.O.W.A.R.F. unit 1s fortunate to have members who are First Aid and Canadian
Power Squadron trained. Some of the personnel are also authorized examiners for the
Marine Radio Certificate and the Personal Craft Operators Certificate.

L Photograph of training session (sessions are ongoing throughout winter months)
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The many volunteers of T.OW.ARF., both past and present, deserve our highest
praise and respect. Their countless hours of time, dedication and compassion for the
public have been the backbone of T.O.W.AR.F.

Fifty years of excellence could not have been sustained if not for these hard-working
members, who have kept T.O.W.A R.F. going strong and increasing in numbers.

Fred Oliver’s legacy to the community and his family continues with great strength to-
date. He 1s the proud father of eight children, fourteen grandchildren and five great
grandchildren. Fred Oliver served on the Board of Governors for Sheridan College from
1981 to 1986, was Governor of the Royal Canadian Golf Association from 1985 to 1993,
and has been a member of the Alliance Club for the past fifty-two years.

There are presently four generations of police members in the Oliver famuly,
something of which Councillor Oliver is extremely proud. Fred Oliver has made
uncountable contributions to society and his family, but his greatest is the formation and
continuation of T.O.W.AR.F.

In conclusion, no story about T.O.W.AR.F. would be complete without grateful
recognition of the invaluable help that comes from responsible, private citizens who first
report an emergency to the members of T.O.W.ARF., who so readily search, save and
assist whenever the need arises.

Photograph of present T.O.W.A.R.F. building
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PRESENT EXECUTIVE AND PAST COMMANDERS

Commander

Vice Commander
Rear Commander
Searchmaster
Treasurer

Council Representative
Recording Secretary
Prevention Officer
Quartermaster

Advisors

COMMITTELS

Dave Elliott

Brad Yarema
Rick Harrison

Jim Dunn

Mike Miller

Fred Oliver

Grant Harmsworth
Nick Doralp
Gunter Pfenning

Peter Garrod, Keith Jeffries, Matt Kennedy

Training — John Shirley, Chairperson

Jason Black

Jimm Dunn

Dave Elliott

Rick Harrison
Marueen Hastings
Joyce Mullen
Jason Reidt

Brad Yarema
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Public Relations — Carol Carter, Chairperson

Bob De Athe
Nick Doralp
Dave Elliott
Keith Jeffries
Gunter Pfenning
Meghan Pond
Jason Readt

Boat and Equipment — Mike Miller, Chairperson

Dave Elliott

Grant Harmsworth
Rick Harrison

Bo Kowalyk
Andrew McNeekin
Jetf McPherson
John Miller
Carvell Pelkey
Carey Robertson

Membership - Peter Offord, Chairperson

Jim Dunn
Brad Yarema

Building and Grounds — Carvell Pelkey, Chairperson

Bob De Athe
Dave Elliott
John Miller
Gunter Pfenning

Cominunications and Electronics — Carvell Pelkey, Chairperson

Mike Miller
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Website and Lifeline Editor — Jason Barrett, Chairperson

Coastwatchers Programme — Les Flom, Chairperson

Carol Carter
Bob DeAthe
Dave Elliott
Keith Jeffries
Gunter Pfenning

Captains and Acting Captains

Dave Elliott
Rick Harrison
Brad Yarema

50" Anniversary — Les Flom, Chairperson

Rick Bee

Nick Doralp
Dave Elliott
Matt Kennedy
John Miller
Fred Oliver
Carvell Pelkey
Brad Yarema
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2003 Crew Lists

CHEW L CREW S

[haer Bttt = Captsia Davie Bariman — Captaia
tam Hollidge - Acting Captain Cownnd DaeFrrites — Acning Captakn
Bob e Athe John Dimacuhs

raig LeBlnns David Ealon

John Miller Don Kedian

Ciunter Plesning Higed Medicheed

Basos Reldy HRebeocs Setterfield
Wackee! Llmger Inmmes Sarickisad

CREW 2 CHREW &

Bragd Yarmna - Caprain Rick Flarrison - Cupraln
(et Hurmswasth - Acteni Uspeain gon Clemntler

Kewvin Bundsolo Lhiria Costante

Tiba Falwizn Cordos MaMall

Baad Hewson James Paluch

Jel¥ MoPhezsm Murk Ruth

Carey Robertson Allisan Young

CREW 3 CHEW 7

Bo Kowalyk - Captain Yol Shirley - Captsin
Run Mulfen - Acting Capraln Tioed Gibbons - Actisg Capiain
Crrol Carter Kristen Fitmammons
l.ex Flom Kim Levinsks

Sieve Hemblews Peter MoSwren

Bill Howald Lot Rooker

Brian Ml sod Bruce Whate

Strwan Rogers

CREW & LREW R

loyce Mullen - Csptain Meghan Pomd - Captain
Colli Boseo Rick Bee - Acting Captain
Ten Joselik Jmrest Buchanan
Drarrel (hlejmrthe John Hastings
Poier Robunaon Thomas Keanoy

Teswe Toderski Malamie 5Hber
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Crew lists - continued

TREW ¥

S Dsnn - Coptisn
Witk Dorplp - Actengg
Anthony Brocese
Sharern Denty

Don CGasn

Faul Mol

Fx Rywmeai

Stan Sanll

CREW 0

Mlike Miller - Caphiin
Jwson Black - Aoty Captiin
Jimon Barreti

Megan Barren

Sandy Delnny

Tae) Cilaasde

Robert Lesics

Bill Powell

CREW L1

Jadn Gran — Capiiun

sy Frumas - Agting Captasm
Pichore Bonauh

Clesrles Clayton

Dnve Kowaivk

leil Lonyg

Steve Marcolhus

iy Wiy

SPARE CREWPERSONAS

frob Do Athe - Acting Captaer s Hansen — Actig
Lohn Miller — Actiog O iptan Stove Rt Mike Van Reck - Act

CREW FLOATEHS

Pand Cramsp Bvan Muls

Captan B brptud
ing Capdaas
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Previous Commanders

Fred Oliver 1954 — 1970

A message from the founder and first Commander of T.O.W.A.R.F. - Fred Oliver

[ take this opportunity to thank all of the members of TO.W.A.R.F., both present and
past, for their dedication and hours they have put into the operation of the organization.
Without them, we would not have such a successful unit.

I also thank the many boat owners, service clubs and citizens at large for their
assistance over the many vears.

It has been an honour and a privilege to wke part in such a wonderful service and
serve with such honourable people. [ wish them and T.O.W.ARF. all the best in the
future and may it continue for many vears to come.

Thanks for the memories, there are a number of them, which I will always cherish.

It has been a wonderful 50 vears and vou made it all happen.
Safe boating and good health to all in T.O.W.A.R.F. and to all boaters.

Regards,

Fred Oliver
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Harold Bartman 1970 - 1978
(passed away March 27, 2002)

Harold Doane 1979 — 1983

Ron Wright 1984 - 1990
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Brian Hall 1991 - 1996

Matt Kennedy 1997 - 2001

Peter Garrod 2001 - 2003
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Dave Elliott 2003 — present

A message from the present Commander of T.O.W.A.R.F. - Dave Elliott

For the past year I have been honoured to serve in the position of Commander of
T.OWARE. To be affiliated with this fifty year old organization, with its many
traditions and valued members, makes me tremendously proud.

There are numerous associations, clubs and people who have contributed greatly to
the ongoing success of TO.W.ARF. and helped build it into the unique and viable force
it is today. The Canadian Power Squadron, the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary and
the Qakville Harbour Commission have been a constant source of support for
T.OWA.RFE. The Town of Oakville is to be greatly thanked for its continued funding
over the past half century. QOakville’s Mayor Ann Mulvale, who is also an honourary
captain of TO.W.A.RF., has never faltered in her continued support to our unir.

The members of TO.W.A.RF. are dedicated, loval and selfless. The executive, the
chairpersons and members of the many comumittees, the captains and crew members
continually work in accordance with one another and their efforts do not go unnoticed.
The many hours of time, effort and hard work are greatly appreciated by the organization
as a whole.

T.0.W.A.RF. has not grown alone on its own merit. Through the understanding of the
members, spouses, families and friends, our unit is an exceptional organization.

Thank you to everyone for the many contributions that have been made and are still
being made evervday!

Sincerely,

Dave Elliott
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You can visit T.O.W.A.R.F."s website at www. towarf.com.
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T.0.W.A.R.F.
(Town of Oakville Water Air Rescue Force)

Wishes to thank the following organizations for their support in the
publication of our

“S0YEARS OF EXCELLENCE”

Commemorative Book

¢

Bronte Harbour Yacht Club
Oakville, Ontario

#

Oakville Power Boat Club
Oakville, Ontario
L 2

Oakville Yacht Squadron
Oakville, Ontaro
L

Metro Marine Limited
G & B Sports Marine
Dock 16 Inc.

NorthShore Boatworks Limited
Oakville, Ontario

L4

The Oakyille Club
Dakville, Ontario

¢

Town of Oakville



